24 OCT 2000
Mahat hir- Penal ty
DEBATE ON APOSTASY STILL NOT RESOLVED, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 24 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today the death penalty for apostates is not inplenented in
Mal aysi a because the debate on the matter has not been resol ved.

"Because there's no resolution, including on the death penalty (for
those who conmit apostasy), we choose not to do anyt hing.

"It would be a grave injustice if the death penalty is inmposed and is
| ater found to be inappropriate,” he said in a dialogue in conjunction with
the international seminar on Islamic Lawin the Contenporary Wrld, here

Dr Mahathir said such a penalty might also serve as a disincentive to
non- Musl ins to enbrace | sl amand hence hanper efforts to spread the Islamc
faith.

He said that while the orthodox Mislinms had no doubt about the death
penalty for those who renounce Islam there were those who said that
i mpl ementing the death penalty was "inappropriate".

Dr Mahathir said that in a 100 per cent Muslimsociety, it mght be
possible to take stern action agai nst apostates but in reality there was no
such soci ety now.

Touching on non-uniformlslamic laws in the states in Ml aysia, he said
the situation arose because religious matters were the prerogative of the
rulers who had their own religious advisors.

"They believe in their independence and that's why the (religious) |aws
are different," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the federal government tried to give gui dance on
Islamic laws but unfortunately, some states were di sagreeabl e.

"This nakes their laws different fromthat of other states," he said.

On the governnment's nove to nonitor the actions of sone parties
i ncl udi ng ul ama who expressed "unheal t hy" views, Dr nahathir said that
actually stern action could be taken agai nst them

However, it was better to have continuous information and educati on on
true Islamc teachings to enable the people to counter such views, he said.

Meanwhil e, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Dr Abdu
Ham d O hrman, when net by reporters, said the opposition had played up the
apostasy i ssue for political gains.

"PAS pl ayed up this issue because it is sensitive anong the villagers.
They exaggerate the issue and the nunber (of apostasy cases given by them
is also false,"” he said

Asked on the standardi sation of syariah | aws, he said a paper on the
matter was ready and woul d be forwarded to the Conference of Rulers for
approval

Abdul Ham d said the paper, anpng others, contai ned proposals on
procedural matters.
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