19/ 04/ 2000

Decision on Friday if PMis to be a w tness

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Hi gh Court hearing Datuk Seri Anwar |brahins
sodony trial will decide on Friday whether to all ow the defence to cal
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad as its witness.

Judge Datuk Arifin Jaka deferred decision today after hearing
subm ssi ons by defence counsel Karpal Singh, Gobind Singh Deo and Seni or
Deputy Public Prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Pat ai l

Arifin had ordered the defence to show the rel evance of Dr Mahathir's
evi dence before deci di ng whet her he shoul d be call ed.

Anwar had filed an affidavit giving reasons for calling the Prine
M ni ster, who has since filed a 14-page affidavit-in-reply.

The sacked Deputy Pine M nister and his adopted brother, businessman
Sukrma Dar mawan Sasnitaat Madja, are charged with sodomni sing former driver
Azi zan Abu Bakar at Tivoli Villas apartnent in Bangsar between January and
March 1993.

Sukma is also facing a second charge of abetting Anwar in sodonising
Azi zan at the same tine and pl ace.

Azizan is the fornmer driver of Anwar's driver Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan | smai |

Karpal was one of Anwar's |awyers while Gobi nd was one of Sukna's.

Earlier, Abdul Gani said Dr Mahathir's response was irrel evant because
the prosecution was not interested in either the response or the alleged
conspi racy.

Abdul Gani said whatever Dr Mahathir told the Press conference in 1997
whi ch cl eared Anwar of sex allegations was hearsay since the Prine
M ni ster had based his conments on a report by the police.

"The Prime Mnister's statenment on what Azizan had told hi mwas
irrelevant and hearsay ... in fact whatever the Prine Mnister told the
Press, or anybody el se (on the issue) was hearsay,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was not involved in the investigations of the case and "did
not know anything about it", Abdul Gani said, adding there was evi dence
that Anwar had ordered investigations to be closed and that this led to a
recommendation to the Public Prosecutor for "no further action" to be
taken on the case.

On busi nesswoman Unm Hafilda Ali's letter (containing sex allegations
against Anwar) to the Prinme Mnister, Abdul Gani said it nade no
di fference whether Dr Mahathir received it or not.

"What has the transaction got to do with our case?" he asked, adding
there was no evidence Unmmi, Azizan and the Prinme Mnister had conspired to
fabricate evi dence agai nst Anwar.

Abdul Gani said Dr Mahathir's affidavit contradicted Anwar's contention
and he failed to understand the defence's reasons for calling the Prine
M nister as its wtness.

He said the defence would "kill itself" by bringing a witness who woul d
contradict its contention

Abdul Gani said even if there was a conspiracy it did not inplicate the
Prime Mnister.

The DPP urged the judge to dismiss the application and not to allowthe
court "to be used as a political forumby Anwar or anybody el se".

In reply, Karpal said Dr Mahathir shoul d be brave enough to cone to
court since he has been telling people at home and abroad he was prepared
to testify.



Counsel said Dr Mahathir should follow the exanple of US president Bill
Clinton who adnitted openly he had |ied about his involvenent with Mnica
Lew nsky.

"Why should the Prinme Mnister be sheil ded?" Karpal asked, adding that
after all Dr Mahathir had filed an affidavit in response to Anwar's
cont enti on.

Karpal said there were several issues which the defence wished to
clarify with Dr Mahathir and if the defence was not allowed to call him
it woul d be deprived of the opportunity.

Gobi nd, anbng ot her things, submtted that Sukma had a w tness who coul d
testify that Azizan had told Dr Mahathir he was not sodom sed by Anwar.

"The witness is the Prime Mnister,"” he said, adding if Sukma was not
allowed to call Dr Mahathir, the defence would be denied the opportunity
to chal |l enge the prosecution's case.

Gobi nd said the prosecution knew Azi zan had told the Prime M nister
Anwar had not sodomi sed hi mand they shoul d have resol ved the matter
during its case, but they had not done so.

As such it was crucial for the defence to call Dr Mahathir, Gobind said.

Hearing conti nues.

( END)
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