02/ 02/ 2000

Deci si on shows Johor Umo is united

KOTA TINGE, Tues. - Johor Umo is mature and united as evident by its
recent decisionto allowa free-for-all for State party |eaders vying for
top posts in the Umo el ections in My.

State party deputy chai rman Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar, who is one of three
Johor | eaders vying for the post of Umo vice-president, said the decision
augured well for the future of the party in Johor.

"The decision by Johor Umo to endorse all State candi dates who wi sh to
vie for national party positions shows that there is unity within the
party.

"It al so shows the strong and abl e | eadershi p of Johor Umo by Menteri
Besar Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hnan, who proposed the free-for-all idea and got
the State Umo |iaison committee to endorse it," he said.

Syed Hanid, who is also Foreign Mnister, was speaking to reporters
after chairing the Kota Tinggi Umo divisional neeting.

The ot her two candi dates who had declared their intention to contest for
t he post of Ummo vice-president are CGhani and Donestic Trade and Consuner
Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddi n Yassin, who is Umo Pagoh divi sion
head.

Syed Hami d said that announci ng one's candi dacy was not the end of the
game, adding that what was nore crucial was getting party divisions to
endor se the candi dates by way of nomi nations.

"W cannot question those who are contesting. It is their individua
right, as long as their actions do not jeopardise the stability of the
party."

Syed Hami d said his Kota Tinggi division also supported Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad as party president and Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi
as his deputy.
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