11 OCT 2000
Abdul | ah- Vi deo
DECI SI ON TO W THDRAW VI DEO GAME LI CENCES STAYS- ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernamm) -- The Cabinet's decision to wthdraw
vi deo ganes licences in the country stays, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today.

The Cabi net had earlier discussed at length the feedback on its
deci sion nade | ast week, he told reporters after nmeeting Wanita Umo
conm ttee nmenbers here

He said no exenption what sover had been given to anyone on this matter.

" After getting a report (on the feedback), the Cabinet discussed the
matter again, quite a |l engthy discussion this tinme and the deci ai on taken
was to proceed with the earlier decision w thout any changes. There is no
exenption at the noment," said Abdullah, who is al so Hone M nister.

I n announci ng the governnent's decision to ban video gane arcades | ast
week, he said licences issued for video gane outlets would be withdrawn in
two nonths and no new | i cences woul d be approved.

The decision was nade after taking into account the danger and the
serious social problens caused by vi deo ganes.

Fol | owi ng the decision, |ocal authorities and the police intensified
their enforcenent to seize illegal video gane nachi nes.

Political parties, non-governnmental organisations (NGGs) and the public
supported the governnent's deci sion to ban video ganes.

Meanwhi | e, Transport Mnister and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Si k said the bl anket ban was a bol d nove.

"It is sonething that we, MCA has been asking for and I amgl ad t hat
the people are fully supporting it,"” he told reporters at his office today.

He earlier wtnessed the signing of a Menorandum of Understanding to
forma joint-committee between the Sel angor Road Transport Departnent (JPJ)
and the Sel angor Anti Corruption Agency (ACA).

In SHAH ALAM Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka
Ting said state governnments should treat Abdull ah's announcenent | ast
Wednesday on the video gane ban as an official instruction.

He said they should step up enforcement against illegal outlets.

The Cabinet at its weekly neeting today endorsed Abdul | ah's stat enment
after deliberating on the views, suggestions and appeal s by individual s,
associ ati ons and conpani es, he told reporters after closing the
I nternational Conference and Exhi bition on Landscape 2000 here today.

He al so presented | SO 9002 certificate to Park Ganes Equi prent (M Sdn
Bhd - a world-class producer of playground equi pment and teen sports
facilities.

The conpany is the largest producer in Asia and Wst India with an
expected sal es turnover of RMLO million this year

Ong said the Cabinet's decision to endorse Abdull ah's the statenment was
in the best interest of the country and the peopl e especially the younger
generation as ganbling video games had beconme a social nenace and had to be
checked effectively.

He said the two-nonth grace period was adequate for the operators to
cease operations.

Ong al so said cybercafes could continue their business as long as the
operators did not breach the stipul ated conditions.

He said they would be ordered to close shop if they all owed ganbling
t hrough their conputers.

On | andscapi ng, Ong said the government was draw ng up a conprehensive



Nati onal Landscape Policy to realise its anbition to turn Malaysia into a
"Garden Nation" by 2005.

He said the Ml aysi an governnent was conmitted to maintain 50 per cent
of the country under greenery.

Towards this end, a total of 100,000 trees would be planted
si mul taneously in one mnute on Sunday throughtout the country in
conjunction with the Wrld Habitat Day to i nprove greenery, |andscape and
envi ronment quality.

He said the mllenniumtree-planting programre woul d be | aunched by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad at Taman Bukit Jalil in Kuala
Lunpur .

The event will be televised live By RTMw th sinul taneous | aunchi ng by
Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters at state |level, | ocal authorities and
non- gover nment al or gani sati ons.

The programre will be launched to clinch a record to be entered into
t he Qui nness Book of Records and the Ml aysi a Book of Records.

Previ ous Gui nness Book of Records stand at 24,199 trees planted in a
week in Sao Paulo, Brazil on April 10, 1996.
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