21 JUNE 2000
Court - Anwar
DEFENCE CLOSES CASE | N ANMAR TRI AL

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- The defence in the sodony trial of
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mand his adopted brother, Sukma Dar mawan Sasm t aat
Madj a, closed its case at the Hi gh Court, here, today.

One of Anwar's counsel, Sankaran Nair, told reporters that the defence
had officially closed its case as there were no nore witnesses to be
cal | ed.

Meanwhi | e, both the defence and the prosecution in the trial were
ordered to subnmit witten subm ssions to the H gh Court by July 6.

The order, which was made in chanbers by the trial judge, Datuk Arifin
Jaka today, was announced by the H gh Court Deputy Registrar Rozil ah
Sal | eh.

However, the judgnent date has yet to be fixed.

Anwar, 52, and Sukma, 39, were separately charged with sodoni sing
Azi zan Abu Bakar, 39, a former Anwar famly driver, at Sukma's apartnent in
Tivoli Villa, Bangsar here, one night at 7.45, between January and March,
1993.

Sukma, a businessnan, faces another charge of abetting Anwar to
sodom se Azizan, 39, at the sanme tine and pl ace.

Initially, Justice Arifin had fixed today to hear subnissions fromboth
parties after a 108-day trial, although Anwar's | eadi ng counsel,
Chri st opher Fernando, had said that the defence was not ready to close its
case as its appeal pertaining to testinony of the prine ninister in the
trial was pending at the Federal Court.

The Court of Appeal had upheld Justice Arifin's decision not to cal
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to testify in the trial

The defence had argued that Dr Mahathir's testinony was crucial to
rebut Azi zan's sodony all egati on.

The prosecution closed its case agai nst Anwar and Sukna on the 46th day
of the trial on Aug 20 | ast year after calling nine wtnesses, including
former Inspector-Ceneral of Police Tun Haniff Omar, while the defence had
called 31 wi tnesses.
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