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Del egat es shoul d choose | eaders who can defend party

Shansul Akmar

A WANI TA Umo observer wal ki ng through the hall of the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre seened di sturbed because of the overcrowdi ng unlike in previous
assenbl i es.

"The last time | saw such a big crowd was when | went for the haj
(pilgrimage)," she said.

It is an exaggeration but the fact remains - the turnout this tine
around i s exceptionally high.

Year in and year out, every Umo assenbly is a nust for del egates from
all over the country.

It is still about faith - the belief that such neetings will rejuvenate
and re-affirmthe faith they have in Umo's struggl es and direction.

However, there are the renegades who, year in and year out too, nake the
trip not hoping for the revitalisation of faith but for their own persona
ends - to be exact, for cash or in kind.

These scuns of Umo are the people who actually cheapen the whol e
process and it is not surprising for the top | eadership, especially the
president hinself Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, to repeatedly express
hi s di sgust over such matters.

If only all in Umo would realise how nuch faith the Malay comunity has
placed in themin their hope for the betternment of their |ot since the day
the party was realised!

In the days past, when the party was still holding its convention in
hunbl e abodes, the congregati on sought inner strength to pursue
i ndependence.

In essence, the trips to the assenblies can be divided into three main
areas - the fight for independence, the pursuit of the National Economc
Pol i cy and now, nodernity and confi dence.

The two earlier eras were quite clear-cut - first the battle was agai nst
the colonial masters and the second of having a blueprint for the Ml ay
agenda.

It is the present era that things can be so anbi guous, so nuch so that
the path for the party becomes unclear especially in getting its sense of
di rection.

The battle for the post of Wanita chief is a clear exanple of how nuch
derailed, party nmenbers and even | eaders can be.

Even before the Wanita del egates converged at the assenbly hall to vote,
trivial issues cropped up Iike incunbent head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man wearing the tudung should be given the votes and not her
chal | enger Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z whose head i s not covered.

The perception is that Siti Zaharah started covering her head during the
run up to the election and Rafi dah has refused to do so as a matter of
principl e.

If it is true that Siti Zaharah wore the tudung to secure votes, it
means she knew what the npbod anong the del egates was and as a | eader, she
was sensitive to their denand.

This, however, does not nmake Siti Zaharah's action palatable as she is
then playing to the gallery and using religion for her political ends and
that is what Umo has al ways accused Pas of doing.

The ot her downsi de of such actions is that it nmeans that the del egates
are voting based on a very flippant and trivial consideration.

Such fragility of thought anong the Wanita menbers is not confined to



t he novenent but has al so spread to the other parts of Ummo.

Today, as the del egates converge to elect the three vice-presidents and
25 supreme council menbers, fear of themal so being swayed by material and
flippant considerations is very real.

As it is, delegates have started rating the chances of the nine vice-
presidential candi dates and acronyns |ike NGO has been coined to refl ect
their preference.

This NGO has nothing to do with that of the non-governnent al
organi sati ons which fight for issues fromenvironnment to child abuse but
rather the initials of three | eaders - Najib, Ghani and Gsu.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Johor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman are understandably rated to be the front-runners
as they secured the highest nunber of nom nations.

However, Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Seri Osu Sukam bei ng i ncl uded as one
of the front-runners, carries a nuch nore underlying political
consi derati on.

The sinple understanding to Osu being included in the top rankings is
that he comes from Sabah and if he won the high post, it nmeant he is the
first | eader from Sabah to cone cl osest to national |eadership.

The question which del egates will have to answer is whether Gsu has the
qualities and is made of the material required to be considered for this
role.

At the sane tine, the other six candidates - Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Syed Ham d Albar, Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr
Rais Yatim Donestic Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin
Yassin, Negri Senbilan Mentri Besar Tan Sri |sa Samad, Sel angor Mentri
Besar Dat uk Abu Hassan Omar and forner Sel angor Mentri Besar Tan Sri
Muhamrad Muhanmad Tai b are no pushovers.

For that matter, the acronymnms for the ratings can change from NGO to
NGA, to MGMto MSS and even MGR

But del egates will have to consider one very inportant thing and that is
the | eaders they choose will not be excess baggage to the party as they
are supposed to defend Umo and not the other way round.

The bottomline - the journey taken by the delegates this tine around
shoul d nake themclear on the direction they must take.

And it's not about noney.

( END)
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