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DELEGATES TO ENDORSE UNI TY AT 47TH MCA ASSEMBLY

By: Abdul Rahman Ahnad

KUALA LUMPUR, June 15 (Bernamm) -- MCA, the country's second | argest
political party, will hold its annual general assenbly for two days from
t onmorrow agai nst a backdrop of "clash of opinions at the top".

The assenbly will kick off tomorrow with the one-day Youth and Wanita
meetings foll owed by the opening of the 47th MCA general assenbly on
Saturday by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) chai rman

Judgi ng fromthe nobod of the del egates, they are expected to send a
strong and cl ear nmessage to their |eaders to forget any differences and
give priority to unity to ensure the party renmmins intact.

Am dst tal k of differences of opinion anong top party |eaders, it was
feared that the situation m ght be aggravated and eventual ly rock the
party, according to one del egate who declined to give his nane.

"The del egates will make a strong endorsenent on maintaining unity
anong nenbers and | eaders,"” he said referring to the so-called rift between
MCA supreno Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and deputy president Datuk LimAh
Lek.

I f education and economc matters took centre stage at previous
assenblies, this tine around the del egates were going to make a clarion
call to leaders to set aside differences and place party unity above
everything el se, the del egate said.

He said that when Dr Ling announced his resignation as Transport
M nister, it sent shockwaves not only through the party but al so stunned
t he nati on.

Dr Ling announced his resignation on May 22 but retracted it on June 6
after returning froman overseas vacation which was neant for himto think
over his quit nove.

"I't (his decision) gave an indication that disunity was brew ng anong
party |l eaders,” the del egate said, adding that the Ling-Limclash of
opi ni ons was an open secret.

MCA secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said he expected the
subj ect of unity to be raised at the assenbly which will be attended by
some 2, 400 del egat es.

Dr Ting said the MCA headquarters had recei ved many resol utions,
including on the inportance of party unity and teamwork to enabl e the
party to serve the people better

"The MCA AGM could be a platformfor the del egates to hel p sol ve
what ever differences facing party |leaders," he told Bernanma in an interview
her e.

He said despite differences of opinion anong | eaders, there was stil
unity in the party.

"I't nust be maintained as this is nore i nportant than | eaders, who cone
and go.

"\What ever problens we have, | believe we can solve themw thin the
party, especially if |eaders thenselves are willing to talk things over in
the interest of the party above self-interest," he said.

He al so believed party | eaders were ready and willing to explain to
del egates the recent devel opnents in the party.

According to him del egates are mature enough to raise whatever they
feel is inthe interest of the party.

"We cannot stop themfromtal ki ng whatever they want as they are the



ones who el ect | eaders, and they are the ones who deci de who shoul d | ead
the party,” he said disnm ssing runours that del egates have been advi sed not
to raise the matter (Dr Ling' s intended resignation) at the neeting.

He al so took the opposition to task for alleging that the recent
epi sode within the party would break the BN coalition

Dr Ting said education would continue to be given priority as del egates
felt that this was one way to increase the |level of education in the
country.

He sai d del egates woul d debate the need to provi de nore Chi nese schools
in predom nantly Chi nese housing areas and t he probl em of shortage of
Chi nese school teachers.

Del egates are al so expected to debate on econom c issues, including the
i npl ementati on of privatisation of governnment projects.

"W have received many requests on the need to oversee the
privatisation of governnent projects which they feel should be nore
transparent," he said.

Besi des urging the Chinese to be ready to neet the challenges within
and outside the country, the del egates would al so call on the community to
conti nue supporting Dr Mahathir's | eadership follow ng his success in
steering Mal aysia out of the economic crisis, he added.
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