05/ 10/ 2000
Demand for electric cars

Cheah Chor Sooi in London

PERUSAHAAN Ot onobi | El ektrik (M Sdn Bhd (Poem has received orders to
contract manufacture over 1,000 units of electric-powered cars since its
successful outing at the recent Sydney O ynpic Ganes.

The conpany has to date sol d about 3,000 units of the cars in Asia,
Australia, Europe and the United States.

Poemis a joint venture between Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd and British research
firmFrazer-Nash Research Ltd (FNR)

The cars were manufactured at Poemis plant in Hicomdennmarie Industria
Park in Shah Al am

FNR managi ng director Ciff Wnckless said atotal of 324 units of the
Poemvehi cl es costi ng about US$5, 000 ( RML9, 000) each, were sold to the
organi sers of the Sydney d ynpics.

"W have the capacity to manufacture about 20 vehicl es a day or about
6, 000 annual ly.

"W have al so been approached by the organi ser of the Sydney Ganes to
mar ket the electric cars worl dwi de, " he sai d.

Poem currently produces nore electric cars than any other car
manuf act urer.

W nckl ess was speaking to Mal aysian journalists after a three-hour visit
by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to the FNR research
centre in Mychett Pl ace near Farnborough on Monday.

Dr Mahat hi r, acconpani ed by FNR chai rman Karmal Siddiqi, also had the
opportunity to test drive Poenis hybrid electrical car powered by
rechargeabl e battery.

Among Poem s popul ar range i ncl ude the gol f buggi es, jeeps and Sol ar
Babi es.

The target markets include buildings with big conpounds |ike resorts.
The cars are al so widely used in TNB power plants nationw de.

TNB chai rman Datuk Dr Jamal uin Jarjis, who was al so present said the
utility giant's stake i n Poemhas been reduced to 20 per cent or RMLO
mllionto allowFNRto hold a controlling stake.

"However, the 20 per cent stake will be sufficient for us to access the
technol ogy as well as | ocal market share,” added Jamal udi n.
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