29/ 04/ 2000

Dem se of a respected Islanic | eader, schol ar

FORMER Pas president Yusof Rawa, who died in Penang yesterday norning, was
a nuch respected Islam c | eader and schol ar.

He took over the party's helmin October 1983 during troubled times when
the then president, the late Datuk Asri Mida, quit the party along with
several senior officials.

Yusof was al so once known as a "giant-killer" anong staunch Pas
supporters for defeating Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in the 1969
general el ection.

Al t hough he won with only 989 vote majority, Yusof was hailed for his
triunph in the Kota Setar Sel atan parlianmentary constituency.

A wel | - known busi nessnman in Penang, Yusof joined Pas in 1951 and as he
went up the rank-and-file, was appointed Deputy Primary |ndustries
M nister in 1974. Pas was a conponent party of the Barisan Nasional then.

Educat ed at the Penang Free School, Yusof was sent to Mecca by his
father after he finished his Junior Canbri dge exam nati on.

He spent 10 years in the M ddl e East and obtained a diploma in Islamc
studies fromthe religious institution Mahad Al - Fal ah before returning
horme in 1941.

Yusof was anbassador to Iran, Turkey and Afghani stan between 1975 and
1978.

H s real nane is Yusof Abdullah, but friends decided to call him Yusof
Rawa to distinguish himfromthe many Yusofs.

Rawa is the name of a clan in north Sumatra, |ndonesia, where Yusof's
ancestors originated from

Acting as spokesnman for the famly, Yusof's fourth child, Ahmad Nazri en,
48, said his father was last adnmitted to a private hospital here three
weeks ago and was di scharged four days ago.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor said Yusof had sacrificed and
contributed for Islamand the party even after stepping down as president
12 years ago. Yusof held the post for five years before passing it down to
Fadzil in 1988.

Hundr eds of people, nostly Pas nmenbers, paid their |ast respects at
Yusof's honme in Jalan Sultan Azl an Shah, in G ugor, Penang.

O hers included State Assenbl ynen for Permatang Pasir and Penanti Mhd
Handan Abdul Rahman and Abdul Rahman Kadir respectively and MP for Sik
Dat uk Dr Shahnon Ahmad.
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