12 JAN 2000
Abdul | ah- Denocr acy
DEMOCRACY FLOURI SHES | N UWO, SAYS DPM

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 12 (Bernamm) -- Denocracy thrives well and flourishes in
Umo, Deputy Prime Mnister and party vice president Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi said today, dispelling notions suggesting otherw se.

He was speaking in the context of the increasing endorsenment by state
Umo liaison conmttees for Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
re-nom nation for the presidency and Abdul | ah's nom nation for the deputy
president's post in the conmng party elections in Muy.

The endorsenent reflected the decision of Umo nenbers who constantly
enjoyed the freedomto express how they felt about party-related matters,
sai d Abdul I ah

"This is their decision...as |'ve said earlier, whatever their
deci sion, whether they feel |ike expressing their views, it's entirely up
to them Umo nenbers,” he said enphasising that Umo did not put a limt
to denocratic practices.

"Denocracy is flourishing in Umo," he said when reporters raised the
matter during a press conference here after receiving his lragi counterpart
Tariq Aziz here today.

At its nmeeting early this nonth, the Umo Suprene Council resolved that
there should be no contest for the two top posts.

Abdul l ah is performng the duties of party deputy president follow ng
t he expul sion of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin Septenber 1998.

A progranme on | eadership which the party introduced yesterday for 100
Umo | eaders woul d be extended and foll owed up by the Umo nanagenent and
di sciplinary conmttee which Abdul |l ah chaired

Yesterday's function held at the Prime Mnister's Departnent here was
al so attended by Dr Mahathir.

Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir, who addressed the participants, spoke of
various problens including internal party problens and the chall enges
ahead.

The Umo youth and wonen's wi ngs had al so expressed desire to start
simlar |eadership programres for their nenbers, Abdullah added.
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