03/ 08/ 2000

Denpbs not the answer

THE rul e of lawis sacrosanct in any society. Law and order is the bedrock
of peace and stability and a breach of this can result in m sery and
hardship for the people. For the good of the nation, it is the
responsibility of the Governnment to ensure there is no such violation

Thus, it is not difficult to understand the advice of Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, the police and acadenicians to the people
not to participate in denonstrations tonorrow, when the High Court is
expected to deliver judgnment in the case of fornmer Deputy Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahimwho is being tried on a sodony char ge.

The | aw shoul d be all owed to take its course and what ever the outcone,
the court's decision should be respected. The |l egal framework is well
entrenched and transparent.

Mal aysi a has cone a long way with its people working and |iving together
i n peace and harnony, bringing progress and prosperity. Nothing shoul d be
all owed to i npede this march

| f street protests and ot her forns of denpbnstrations are not contai ned,
t hey can hanper economc activities and disrupt daily |ives. W nust not
al  ow t he hands of the clock of devel opnment to be turned back

Substantially and procedurally, there are proper |egal channels for
peopl e to voice their dissatisfaction and grievances.

And it takes wisdomand maturity to be able to differentiate between
enotion and rationality, and between provocation and perception. There are
al ways opportunists out to create unrest and it is easy enough for themto
i nfluence the rebels in society as well as the fence-sitters

These are people with an agenda of their own, and mature, responsible
citizens shoul d not be swayed by their views and argunents, or be used by
them The young are usual ly inpressi onabl e and ganme for nost things new
And it is this group of people whomprotesters will find easy enough to
prey on and infl uence.

The education authorities have al so cauti oned students agai nst taking
part in any such gathering planned for tonorrow.

True, students are entitled to their views on issues but there are
proper platforns to air them The priority for students is to excel in
their studies in the shortest time possible so they can contribute
effectively and neani ngfully to society. Should there be any disruptionin
their studies, it will only be their |oss.

Every society has its inmperfections, even in a denocracy. But it is the
conti nuous process of evol venent that inproves the social fabric and
contri butes to devel opment and har nony.

Denmocracy i s not an absolute practice for it too has its limtations. It
has to be adopt ed and adapted to suit individual needs, the basis being
t he mai ntenance of | aw and order along the way. If |aw and order does not
prevail and chaos is allowed to rear its ugly head, it can only spoil the
peace we have been enj oyi ng

W have seen and heard enough of the havoc that provocation, irrationa
t hi nki ng and denonstrations can do in other countries, some of which are
cl ose to us.

The public shoul d be responsi bl e and caring enough to be able to discern
bet ween right and wong. Any attenpt to negate peace and order is
undesirable. It cannot, and shoul d not, be accepted by right-thinking
Mal aysi ans. W shoul d get our priorities right and carry on w th our



busi ness as usual .
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	Demos not the answer (NST 03/08/2000)

