06 JAN 2000
Sul ei man- Or gan
DEPUTY M NI STER PLEDGES ORGANS, URGES OTHERS TO DO THE SAME

PETALI NG JAYA, Jan 6 (Bernama) -- Deputy Health M nister Datuk Dr
Sul ei man Mbhamed today pl edged his organs and urged other "caring
Mal aysi ans” to do the sane.

"I will let themtake whatever organs fromny body for those in need,"”
he said at the Guinness Effort Award presentation, here.

Sul ei man hoped t hat nore Mal aysi ans woul d come forward and pl edge their
or gans.

About 16, 000 peopl e have pl edged their organs since the | aunch of the
Nati onal Organ Donor Card canpaign in Decenber 1997

About 79 per cent of them are bel ow 41 years ol d.

The National Transplant Resource Centre had al so received nany
enqui ries and had distributed 50,000 brochures on the National O gan Donor
Card within three nonths of its |aunch.

Heal th M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng, who hinmself had pl edged his
organs, had said that the nunber in need of organ transplant was still high
in the country, with an annual requirenment of about 1,200 kidneys, 700
corneas, 450 hearts and 400 livers per year

Sul ei man al so urged the people to donate blood in view of the shortage
i n many governnment hospitals.

"Al t hough there has been encouraging response fromthe public, the
demand for blood is still very high," he said.

On politics, Suleiman who is the Federal Territory Umo chief said al
the 11 divisions in Kuala Lunmpur and Labuan supported the Umo suprene
council's decision calling for a no contest for the presidency and deputy
pr esi dency.

"We want Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to be retained as party
presi dent and Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi to be nom nated for the
deputy president's post," he said.
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