25/ 10/ 2000
Devel op Bakun project toits full potential, urges Taib

Tan Chin Siang
SARAWAK wants to see the nulti-billion ringgit Bakun hydro-electric dam
proj ect get "nmoving" and devel oped to its "best potential avail able".

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said the State was not
particul arly concerned about the equity structure of the damproject.

"I have told the Prine Mnister that we are quite fl exi bl e about the
structure of the equity.

"The main thing is to get it noving and devel oped to the best potenti al
avail abl e," he said.

Taib said this in Kuching yesterday after opening a three-day journalism
wor kshop jointly organi sed by the Mal aysi an Press Institute and Azam a
non- governnental organisation. It was sponsored by the Mnistry of
Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent .

He, however, did not reveal whether the State was keen to revive Bakun
using the original plan or a scal ed down versi on.

Under the original plan, Bakun will be capabl e of generating 2, 400MV of
electricity while the scal ed down version is only for 500MV

Taib said the Prine Mnister knew better about the nation's energy needs
and so coul d deci de how Bakun woul d fit into the national agenda.

"I'f it fits well into the national requirement and the growh (in denand
for) electricity in the nation requires Bakun to be developed toits full
size, | amsure the Federal Governnent wi |l make that deci sion."

Recently, Deputy Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr George Chan Hong Namsaid t he
State prefers Bakun to be devel oped according to the original plan.

Bakun was shel ved during the econom ¢ downturn and was taken over by the
M ni ster of Finance | nc fromBakun Hydroel ectric Corp Bhd i n August | ast
year.

Yest erday, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad confirmed that the Bakun
proj ect in Bel aga woul d be revi ved but said the Governnent had not deci ded
on its scale.
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