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Devel opnent of French-Mal aysi an rel ati onshi p gathering noment um

Message from Anbassador of France to Mal aysia Xavier Driencourt

BASED on what has al ready been built in the past, the devel opment of the
French- Mal aysi an rel ati onship is gathering nonmentum The political

di al ogue between the President of the French Republic and the Prine

M ni ster of Mal aysia has been enriched by other recent neetings and
exchanges between the two | eaders, where issues such as gl obalisation and
reformof the international financial systemwere discussed.

France is listening to what Ml aysia has to say about these issues
because Mal aysi a achi eved a remarkabl e success in its devel opment and
overcane very well the recent economc crisis.

This bil ateral dial ogue has al so been reinforced in the past few nonths
with the establishment of a friendship group between French and Ml aysi a
parlianents, as well as regular visits of French MPs and hi gh
representatives of the French authorities to Ml aysi a.

France is beconming a strong partner to Mal aysia and wi shes to strengthen
i ndustrial and commerci al co-operation between both countries even
further.

France is encouraging greater investnent in Malaysia in view of the fast
pace of economi c recovery.

This was stated by the French Mnister of State for Foreign Trade,
Francois Huwart, after a neeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, when he was visiting Ml aysia | ast March.

Mal aysia's central location in Southeast Asia, its strong econom c
devel opnent as well as the high skill of its workers nake it an idea
busi ness opportunity. Wth nore than 250 conpani es al ready established
here (many of them bei ng worl d-cl ass conpani es with vast experience),
France is contributing to the devel opment of Malaysia and is committed to
i ncrease business in this country: new conpani es keep comi ng, establishing
nmore and nore regional offices.

French conpani es are especially present in areas such as el ectronics,

i nformati on and space technol ogy, energy, autonobile, environnment and
wat er treatnment and distribution.

In their participation of the devel opnent of the Ml aysi an econony,
these conpani es stress the inportance of industrial co-operation and
transfer of technol ogy, which are key issues to conplete the trade
partnership that France has devel oped with Ml aysi a.

I ndeed, with Mal aysian exports to our country amounting to RVb billion,
France is the fourth | argest buyer of Ml aysian products in Europe, nmainly
inthe electrical and electronic sectors, as well as for the fast noving
consumer products and air-con systens. French exports to Mal aysi a anount ed
to RM3 billion |ast year.

Large fields of co-operation exist between our two countries. Do you
know for instance that one-third of Mal aysi an people drink tap water which
is processed by subsidiaries of the French water groups, SuezlLyonnai se des
Eaux and Vi vendi ?

Do you know that French electronics firnms |ike ST-M croel ectronics,
Thonson-CSF (in a local joint venture with Sapura), Alcatel or TPC enpl oy
several thousand Mal aysi an personnel in their factories? Al catel's CEO and
chai rman, Serge Tchuruk, is actually a nmenber of the special conmittee
responsi bl e for advising Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on
the Multinedi a Super Corridor project.



French conpani es are present in nany other areas and are very active in
i nportant on-going projects in Ml aysia: Dragages et Travaux publics is
part of the KL Sentral project of a newrailway station; Al stomsigned
| ast year a contract with Tenaga Nasional to build the 2100MN Manj ung
power plant on the western coast; Technip, Boccard and Spi e Capag are
hel pi ng Mal aysia to develop its oil and gas fields, refineries and
pet rochem cal industry.

Finally, let nme nention that Renault is producing a Ml aysi an comrerci a
vehicle in association with Berjaya group and that Citroen has produced
the Proton Tiara in its factory in Pekan.

Favoured by the good clinmate of the French-Ml aysian rel ations, the
cul tural co-operation between our two countries has been flourishing in
various fields and particularly, during the past three years, in higher
education. More than 20 agreenments have been signed between French and
Mal aysi an uni versities, involving cross-exchange of students,

i mpl enentation of new curricula and conmon research projects, in such
fields as information technol ogy, nanagenment and marketi ng, conputer
sci ence and engi neeri ng.

We are very proud to wel come nore and nore Mal aysi an students in France.
W are equally pleased to see that French students, attracted by fanous
realisations such as Petronas Towers or KLIA, or inpressed by the
Mal aysi an way of devel opnent, are attending classes in UTM USM HELP
Institute...Qur goal is to concentrate on the quality of the relationship
and devel op fruitful conmmon research studies, to take on together the
chal | enge of this new century.

This year, on July 14, the French National Day, will be very special in
Mal aysi a: together with our Ml aysian friends, the French community will
gather in Colmar Village in Bukit Tinggi. Colmar Village, which will soon
be inaugurated, is a duplicate of the city centre of Colnmar, this
beautiful town located in Al sace in the eastern part of France. |ndeed,
this extraordinary project is also a concrete exanple of the friendship
bet ween France and Ml aysi a.

To this message of confidence in the future of the French- Ml aysi an
relations, | would Iike to add my nost sincere wi shes of happi ness and
prosperity to H s Majesty, Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, the Yang di-
Pertuan Agong of Mal aysia, to the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad, and nenbers of the Governnent, to the people of Ml aysia and to
the French conmmunity in Ml aysi a.

( END)



	Development of French-Malaysian relationship gathering momentum (NST 14/07/2000)

