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THE I nternati onal Langkawi Di al ogue (LI D) 2000 and t he smart partnerships
that it pronmotes, which brings together various stakehol ders, irrespective
of the position they hold or their hierachy, isinits fifth year.

The smart partnership concept enconpasses "respect, trust, transparency
and tol erance”.

Thus heads of State and Government, first |adies, politicians,
busi nessnmen, entrepreneurs, special interest groups, unions, religious
| eaders, professionals and nmedia representatives sit at the sane table to
di scuss i ssues as equal s.

The di al ogues are the only regi onal groupi ng which have, according to
Zi nhabwe' s Presi dent Robert Mugabe, enabl ed | eaders to di scuss economic
i ssues and not be bogged down by politics and hel ped foster closer
econom ¢ rel ati ons anbng sout hern African | eaders.

Based on a wi n-wi n and prosper-thy-nei ghbour concept, the LID and the
smart partnershi p concept has been emul ated with sinmlar dial ogues
evolving in other regions. The overall objectives of the practiceis to
synchroni se perceptions; unify positions and work towards co-operative
actions for the benefit of all stakehol ders.

Since the first LIDin 1995, the smart partnership practice has evol ved
at various levels - international, regional, national and | ocal. These
i ncl ude the Southern Africa International D al ogue (SAI D) and Cari bbean
International Dialogue (ClD).

In addition to the regional-Ievel dial ogues, a nunber of national snart
partnershi p hubs have enmerged i n partici pating countries. These i ncl ude
t hose i n Bot swana, Mal awi, Mal aysia, South Africa and Zi mbabwe.

Aimed at internalising the practice of smart partnership at nationa
I evel in Governnents, industries, conpanies and communities, they serve as
focal points for extra national activities besides acting as links with
ot her national hubs and t he Commonweal t h Partnership for Technol ogy
Management (CPTM) hub in London.

These hubs encourage the application of smart partnership principles in
addr essi ng and resol ving nati onal and regi onal issues. They al so serve as
addi ti onal forums for countries to share their experiences and | earn from
each other, at all levels. At the national |evel the smart partnership
hubs wor k towards nati onal cohesion, stability and prosperity.

The participants, who include the private sector, special interest
groups, unions and professionals, work for the greater good of the
soci ety.

| ssues that are considered at the national |evel through smart
part nershi ps i ncl ude nati onal devel oprment, econoni c enpower nent, soci al
enhancenent and ot her social and political issues.

In Mal aysia, for exanple, four national-level smart partnership
di al ogues have been held for the youth and professionals. These have been
successful in enabling those in different groups to di scuss issues that
are inportant to themand | earn from ot hers.

But that is not all. Smart partnerships i nvol ve the busi ness community -
| ocal and foreign partners, too.

These public-private sector partnerships work towards weal th creation
and bring together |ike-m nded peopl e to enhance co-operation, work
t owar ds skill s devel opnent and educati on, corporate governance, technol ogy
transfer and nmanagenent.



Thr ough di scussi on and shari ng of experience and expertise, bottl enecks
can be overcone and effici ency and productvity i nproved and i ncreased t hus
enhanci ng conpetitiveness of the various segnents of society and the
econony.

Mal aysi a has been practising snmart partnership even before the concept
was i nstitutionalised. The benefits of smart partnership have been wel |
denonstrated t hrough vari ous practical applications.

Mal aysi a | ncor porated concept, the pre-Budget dial ogues, the Nationa
Consul tative Conmittees and t he Nati onal Econoni c Action Council (NEAC)
are all smart partnerships.

At the regional |level the smart partnerships such as SAID and Cl D enabl e
the participants to work on devel opi ng a conmon stand on, and
participation in decision nmaking on global issues; and fair and equitable
participation in the gl obal narket.

As Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said with a better
under st andi ng of the smart partnership, | eaders were novi ng beyond
"tal ki ng" and begi nning to co-operate in the inpl enentati on of severa
proj ects.

Sone of the joint projects have achi eved "not abl e successes” while
others are at various stages of inplenentation. These include cross-border
touri smventures, joint devel opnent corridors, strengthening of business
and economi c |inks and consol i dati on of national smart partnership hubs.

The busi ness conmunity i s working towards conpil ati on of a busi ness
directorary while the nediais working towards setting up direct |inks
bet ween Ml aysi a and Afri ca.

The i ssues at the top of the agenda of nost conferences and neetings
t hese days are gl obalisation and trade |iberalisation

Many countries are ill-prepared to deal with themnuch | ess understand
the inplications. Their resources are stretched just dealing with the
national issues

Thr ough smart partnership they can, as Dr Mahathir said during SAIDin
Maput o, hel p unify concerns and acti ons and fornul ate a conmon st and and
enbark on co-operative actions in order to counter any perceived negative
forces of gl obalisation affecting energing econom es.

"Smart partnershi ps can serve as focal points to deliberate and share
vi ews and experiences and to nurture continued i nteractions anong nmenbers
and partners,” he had said.

As long as people tal k and discuss issues, it helps to reduce suspicion
and avoi d conflict. Smart partnerships, in addition to acting as "i deas
factories", pronote a "shared vision”

Thus t he di al ogues, and the smart partnerships that they foster in the
different countries and regi ons, can hel p reduce conflict, pronote peace
and channel limted resources towards devel opment and i nprovenent of
livelihood in the true win-win fashion
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