14/ 09/ 2000

Di al ogue to pronmpte Smart Partnershi p concept

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The d obal 2000-Langkawi International Dial ogue (LID)
hopes to instil Smart Partnership concept in addressing gl obal and
econormi ¢ i ssues.

Sci ence Advisor to the Prime Mnister Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman said
di scussions for this year's dial ogue, which is also the 5th LID, would
focus on the thene "d obal Trends and Energi ng Econom es".

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad woul d be the
patron and advi sor of the dial ogue which would be hel d between Nov 19 and
22 at Berjaya Langkawi Beach and Spa Resort in Langkaw .

Orar, who is al so the joint-dial ogue convenor of d obal 2000-LID, added
the di al ogue woul d again be jointly organi sed by Ml aysi an | ndustry-
Governnent G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy (M ght) and Commonweal t h Partnership
for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM

He said d obal 2000-LIDis the second | eg of d obal 2000 series of
i nternational Smart Partnership D al ogue.

The first leg was held in Maputo, Mzanbi que | ast nonth, which ended
with several issues to be further discussed in Langkawi during the two-day
sessi on.

About 350 participants are expected to attend this dial ogue. They will
i ncl ude heads of governnent, |eaders of the Non- Governnent al
Organi sati ons, acadenm a and seni or governnent representatives.

Anong t he obj ectives of the dialogue are to exami ne the inplications of
gl obal issues and trends on energi ng econoni es and how the snart
partnershi p approach can nake a difference.

It is also ainmed at consolidating the functions of various groups like
Smart Busi ness Link, Media G oup, Labour group and Soci al |ssues group

Orar said the Prime Mnister had so far extended invitations to 17 heads
of government.

"The countries which have replied to our invitation are France, Botswana
and Mauritius," he told newsnmen at a nedia briefing on the dialogue at his
offie, here today.

Meanwhi |l e, at the same media briefing, three sponsors and a nedia
organi sati on presented contributions to the organisers of d obal 2000-LID

They were Rolls Royce regional executive Eion Bailey, Southern Bank Bhd
general manager Nordin Yahaya, Projek Lebuhraya Ut ara-Sel atan Bhd managi ng
director Idrose Mohamad and Utusan Mal aysi a chi ef operations officer
Latifah Hanezah.

Omar said the organi sers hoped to raise RM mllion for the dial ogue.

The second round of cheque presentation is expected to be held next
nont h.
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