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Di scard racial politics in nation-building

Bel deu Si ngh

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s recent statenent on the
possibility of a non-Mal ay becom ng Prine Mnister gives rise to sone

i mportant things to reflect upon.

It appears that Dr Mahathir has transcended the norns that shackle the
m nds and hearts of ordinary men.

| seein himthe flowering of a statesman and the enmergence of a stature
that is the essence required in a pluralistic society to unite the people
for the commbn good of the nation as a whol e.

Such thinking and statenments can al so bring problens, as other people in
| eadershi p positions operate at a |l ower nmental and spiritual plane and
will attenpt to touch on base val ues and sentinents found in parochi al
m nds.

Such | eaders are quite unm ndful of the well-being of our society. If
bringi ng people to work together by stressing simlarities is good for the
econom ¢ health and wel | -being of society, they do not mind stressing
dissimlarities to divide the nation or even create new artificial or
superficial barriers.

Their personal desire for position and power seens to conme above the
needs of national good and the aspirations of Ml aysi an society.

We | anmented the "divide-and-rule" strategy of colonial powers but,
today, many in | eadership roles have acquired an aptitude for the "self-

di vi de" (dividing Mal aysians by ourselves), and are quite adept at it.

They do not mind if their "self-divide" actions and statements result in
somet hi ng negative for the nation.

Dr Mahathir's speech is set out on a lofty platform | don't see many
Mal aysi ans on it, although we all know that the essence of good | eadership
lies in bringing out the best in people and in notivating people from
diverse cultures to build the nation to achieve | asting peace, increasing
har nony and growi ng prosperity for all

Everyone nust find a place under the sun in a socio-political
environnment that fosters the devel opment of the human being. The essence
of good | eadership that edifies is not rooted in racial politics. Let's
discard the old forrmula and work towards a happy, united and prosperous
Mal aysi a based on an unshakeabl e, underlying goodwi Il, and trust this
approach as the road to a secure future.
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