03/ 04/ 2000

Di scussions on project to channel water from Pahang to Sel angor

| POH, Sun. - The National Water Council will hold talks with the Econom c
Pl anning Unit on the project to channel water from Pahang to Sel angor
after the EPU has conpleted a report on it, Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vel |l u said.

Di scussions will centre on the resources, availability and co-operation
between the State Governments as water supply falls under the respective
States' jurisdiction.

Speaking to reporters after opening the Thaveet hi n Kudaram church at
First Garden | ast night, Samy Vellu said the NWC had recently held a
nmeeting, chaired by the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, on
the country's water shortage problem

He said one of the issues discussed was the project to channel water
from Pahang to Sel angor as one of the |long-termneasures by the N\C to
avert a water crisis, such as the one which hit the Klang Valley in early
1998.

Samy Vel lu said negotiations were still being carried out between the
EPU and a private consortium The private consortiumis expected to
manage, treat and supply the water from Pahang

The RML.7 billion project, fully funded by the Federal Governnment wth
| oans fromthe Japan Overseas Economi ¢ Co-operation Fund, will include the
construction of a 37.5kmtunnel from Tel enong, near Bentong i n Pahang, to
rivers in Sel angor.

When conpl eted the project, which is expected to begin some tine this
year, will allownore than a billion litres of water to be piped into
Sel angor from Pahang daily.

The tunnel, which will run under the Main Range, will also allowthe
di version of water into Sel angor rivers before being channelled into the
Klang Vall ey, U u Langat and Senenyi h dans.

The project is expected to take between four and five years to conplete.

Apart fromthe tunnel, the project also includes the construction of
dams at Sungai Tel enong and Sungai Kel au, both tributaries of Sunga
Semant an i n Bent ong.
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