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MY visit to Cairo last nonth brought ne into contact with Ml aysi an
students there. There are sonme 5,500 Mal aysi an students spread across
Egypt. Most of themare enrolled at the fanbus Al - Azhar University
pursui ng various |slamc courses.

A smal |l nunber are studying at Cairo University. A senior lecturer there
wondered why his university couldn't get nore than a handful of Mal aysi an
students each year. The few | nmet there were nedical students. In fact,
one of themsaid the first batch graduated | ast year and were now doi ng
their internship.

Cairo at this tinme of the year is rather hot. In the open, tenperature
rises to al nost 40 degrees Cel sius but the night is cooler. Unless they
have sone business to tend to, nost people prefer to stay indoors. Late in
the evening, strollers would energe and wal k along the Nile, giving a
romantic setting to a city full of history and excitenent.

But Cairo is very polluted and nore popul ated than sone other cities
|'ve been to. This, and the heat, however, did not deter tourists from
enjoying the sights. Mdst would flock to the Khan-Kalili bazaar hunting
for souvenirs or enjoying a cup of mnt tea or thick coffee.

I nevitably, one cones across Ml aysi an students too, many of whomfind
Khan-Kalili sinply irresistible. The bazaar runs like a maze and one goes
fromone alley to another |ooking for bargains in the formof gem stones,
brassware, old caneras, Arabian robes and the usual silverware and costune
jewel l ery besides a host of other things Arabic.

It was then that | was told of the existence of a Ml aysian "restaurant"
of fering Mal ay food and other favourites. Together with a few ot her
friends, | wasted no tine in getting there. Apparently, other Ml aysians
were there earlier and word got around that Ml ay food was avail abl e ri ght
in the heart of Cairo.

Egyptian food wasn't bad but | felt the need for a change. So, | joined
Mega, Manja, Mat Hussin, Kansiah, Zuki man and several others at Sri
Kel antan, as the restaurant is known. As it turned out, the restaurant is
more of a two-rooned flat on the ground fl oor operated by a group of
students from Kel antan studying in the city.

They provi de reasonably priced and decent food which hungry Ml aysi ans
devour as if they've not seen food for days. This was foll owed by teh
tarik, of course.

But what caught our eyes was the Pas poster plastered at the top of the
hal | way. A nontage of Pas |eaders smling down on everyone gave a cl ear
i ndi cation of the students preferred choice of political |eaders and
i deol ogy. This was anply denpnstrated two days later at a di al ogue between
representatives of the students and visiting Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Some mal e students were dressed in white jubah with white skull caps
whil e others were in slacks and short-sl eeved shirts. Fenal es were covered
head to toe, with only an opening for their eyes.

The nal es were seated at one end of the hall while fenmal es at the other
This was the scene that greeted visitors when they entered the hall for
t he di al ogue.

This conpares with the scene the day before at the Cairo University
where Egyptian students joined their faculty staff to listen to the PMs
address and then engaged himin an open di al ogue.



Mal e Egyptian students were in jeans and pants while fermal es were in
bl ouses and | ong dresses with their heads covered with sinple scarves. The
contrast was so glaring that | ed some of us to conclude that the Ml aysi an
students were trying to make a political statenment rather than to engage
in constructive di scussion

| later learnt that many Ml aysi an students at Al -Azhar University were
courted by Pas fromthe day they set foot on Egyptian soil. Frequent
visits by Pas |leaders to Cairo often I ed to unchecked nmenbership drives
and this has apparently segregated the students politically.

Are they doing well in their studies, one mght ask! |'ve not been able
to gather enough statistics on this but an Education Mnistry source said
t he success rate had declined to 40 per cent in recent years.
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