14/ 03/ 2000

Di vi sional | eaders' reaction to Tanah Merah's nomni nation

KOTA BARU, Mon. - State Umo divisional |eaders have reacted in m xed
fashion to the nove by the Tanah Merah division on Friday to nom nate
Kel ant an Umo chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah for the top two party posts.
Pengkal an Chepa Umo division chief Datuk Ariffin Abdul Ham d sai d Tanah
Merah shoul d have nomi nat ed Tengku Razal ei gh only for one of the posts.
"The nmove to nom nate for both posts was an enotional one," he said.
"Whet her Tengku Razal eigh is qualified or Tanah Merah has ignored the
supreme council's advice (that there should be no contest for the top two
posts) is not the question, but it is inappropriate to nomnate himfor
bot h posts,"” he said.
Ariffin said Umo now needed to be strengthened by maintaining the
exi sting | eadership
"Tanah Merah has given the inpression that there is no avenue to correct
the party fromw thin," he said.
Kota Baru Umo divi sion chief Datuk Ahnmad Rast om Ahmad Maher said the
party now needed unity the nost.
"W want to see contribution from Tengku Razal ei gh as a | eader as much
as we are against any split in the party.
"W want to see everybody has a role (in party's |eadership)."
He said they wanted Tengku Razal ei gh as well as party president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad and vice president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .
Ahmad Rastom al so called on the Umo | eadership to sit together and
deci de what was best and nmake this clear to party nenbers.
Tunpat Umo divi sion chief Mansor Salleh said the right of Tanah Merah
di vision to nomi nate Tengku Razal ei gh shoul d not be questi oned.
"This does not nmean all del egates prefer Tengku Razal ei gh as the
nonmi nati on was concl uded after the del egates went through voting process.
"There were Umo nenbers in Tanah Merah who voted for the proposal to
nom nate Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah al so, but their number was smaller."
Mansor al so said his division wiuld respect the del egates’ choice of the
party's | eadership.
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