28/ 10/ 2000

DOE, States to jointly nonitor devel opnment activities in highlands

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Representatives of the Department of Environnent and
State governnents are to sit on the sanme task force to nonitor devel opnent
activities in highland areas, instead of working separately, DCE director-
general Rosnani |brahi msaid today.

Inthe past, State authorities did their own nonitoring with assi stance
fromthe departnent, she told the New Straits Tinmes.

The DOE task force on highland nonitoring held its first neeting today,
chaired by Rosnani

She said State authorities, the Forestry, Wldlife and National Parks
and Drainage and Irrigation departnents and t he Mal aysi an Centre for
Renot e Sensing (Macres) woul d be invited to the next neeting.

The task force is to report to the special Cabinet commttee on highland
devel opnent of whi ch Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronment M ni st er Dat uk
Law Hi eng Ding i s chairman. The conmittee was set up at the request of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad

"Today, the task force laid the groundwork and del egated duties which is
basically to collect data," Rosnani said.

The task force will focus on Caneron Hi ghl ands first before | ooki ng at
other areas. It is to nonitor existing devel opment projects there while
pl anni ng further reconmendati ons on the area.

Rosnani sai d there was no deadline for the task force as its work woul d
be on- goi ng.

The Cabi net committee on hi ghl and devel opnent was set up foll ow ng
anal ysis of satellite data which showed that forest cover in Caneron
H ghl ands had declined by two per cent between 1991 and this year.

Law had said the committee m ght propose a total ban on hi ghl and
devel opnent but had added that if so, it would be up to the States to
adopt it.

New hi ghl and devel opnent proj ects have been put on hol d pendi ng t he
commi ttee's deci sion.
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