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DO NOT BE OBSESSED W TH LEADER S TEACHI NGS- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- Mislins should not be obsessed with
the teachi ngs or ideol ogies of |eaders as these are inclined to be
deviationist and will eventually disrupt the unity of the Unmah, the Prine
M ni ster said today.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said that anong Muslins at present there
were differing interpretations of Islamc teachings to the extent that
Musl i s waged war agai nst each ot her.

This situation was made worse with the emergence of various fornms of
devi ati oni st teachings which focused on | eaders and people not inline with
their teachi ngs were considered unlslanic, he said when opening a nationa
sem nar on Devel opnent of |slamand the Threat of Diviationist Teachi ngs at
the M nes, Seri Kenmbangan, near here.

"When loyalty to the teacher surpasses loyalty to the religion and
Muslinms, they are prepared to kill other Muslinms."

"I sl am does not exhort us to worship | eaders or teachers to the extent
of looking up to them as soneone separate fromothers and can do anythi ng
even if it goes against |Islamc teachings," Dr Mahathir said.

Dr Mahathir said at present deviationist teachings were al so spread
t hrough the Internet, which according to him was the political agenda of
certain groups -- to confuse and break up the Muslimconmmunity.

"This abuse of the Internet is difficult to check as it is not from
this country but fromother countries," he said.

He said the deviationist teachings were originally true Islamc
t eachi ngs but when the people who accepted the teachi ngs becane obsessed
with the teacher, he then began to abuse his position and distort the
t eachi ngs.

"\When once this level is reached, the followers of his deviationist
t eachi ngs woul d do anything the teacher directs themto do to the point of
even maki ng the nmurder of fellow Muslins halal,” he said.

"Peopl e obsessed with their teachers or |eaders can be described as
bel onging to the Asabiah group, willing to do anything in the interest of
their teacher and his followers," he said.

The Prime Mnister said one of the deviant ideologies injected into the
thinking of the followers of this group was that if a government did not
fully practise Islamc teachings then it was unlslamc and war shoul d be
waged agai nst such a governnent.

Dr Mahathir said if such was the case no country in the world could be
considered an Islamc country for anong the 54 Islanic countries which were
nmenbers of the O C not even one fully inplenmented Islanic Law.

"If a governnment does not practise Islanmic teachings fully it does not
mean that country is unlslamic or that it rejected Islam™

"Islam c Law at tinmes cannot be inplenmented fully in view of the
prevailing situation in the country and this does not nake the country a
kafir," he said.

Hence Muslins particularly in Malaysia should strive to identify
devi ationi st teachings and take steps to counter it so as to prevent
disunity anong them

Dr Mahathir said usually the feature of deviationist teachings anong
Musl i ms was when it was propagated by soneone who demanded 100 per cent
loyalty fromhis followers and did not permit themto follow other
t eachi ngs.



Ten wor ki ng papers on deviationi st teachings and chal |l enges to Mislins
were tabled by Uamas and intellectuals from Ml aysi a and overseas at the
t wo- day semi nar.

One of themis the Chairman of the "Lenbaga Pusat Nahdatul Ul anma
I ndonesi a" Sal ahuddi n Wahi d.
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