03 JUL 2000
Mahat hi r - Umo
DON' T GO OVERBQARD | N JOSTLI NG FOR POSTS NEXT YEARM SAYS MAHATHI R

| POH, July 3 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today reni nded
Umo nenbers not to go overboard in jostling for the division chief's posts
in the divisional elections next year.

The prime mnister and party president said he did not want a | ose-Ilose
situation where those did not win the posts would | eave the party, thus
reduci ng its nenbership.

So far the party had not decided on any rules for canpaigning for the
di vi sional elections next year, he said in response to questions from
reporters after chairing the first Umo suprene council neeting to be held
out si de Kual a Lunpur

On the position of Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob and
Deputy Health M nister Datuk Seri Dr Sul ei man Mohamed who were not retained
as the Umo liaison chiefs of Pahang and the Federal Territory respectively
but were instead appointed deputies, he said this was not the first tine
such an action as taken.

"Those who do not becone chairnen are appoi nted deputies but are
capabl e of playing the sane role," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the nmenteris besar and ot her Umo | eaders
hol di ng governnent posts who were not appointed to the surpene counci
woul d also play a role in the bureaux that woul d be set up.

He said the selection of those who did not have a chance to contest for
the seats but who the party felt had made contributions had forced the
party not to appoint others.

Today's neeting was attended by only five of the 10 newly appoi nted
counci | nmenbers because sonme were overseas and had duties that could not be
avoi ded, he said.

Those absent were Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sul ai man, Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman, Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m and Dat uk
Seri Osu Sukam

Dr Mahathir said that besides the fortnightly supreme council neetings,
the party would al so hold a meeting to discuss specific issues |ike
religion and PAS abuses and ot her acti ons.

A meeting of the Barisan Nasional counsil would al so be held soon and
the date woul d be announced | ater.

On the choice of Perak as venue for the first council neeting to be
hel d outside Kual a Lunmpur, he said: "Perak is near and the neeting had to
be fixed quickly. W didn't want to go so far. That m ght cause |ogistics
probl ens, nothing very nysterious about it.

Dr Mahathir said the party had yet to decide on the next state to hold
the neeting and a special schedul e would be drawn up to give the state
|iaison conmttees tine to prepare.

He said all the council nenmbers attending the neetings in the states

woul d visit and neet the Umo nenbers at all |evels and the people without
bei ng surrounded by certain officials only.
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