09 CCT 2000
Naj i b- Srrear
DON T | NVI TE FOREI GN MEDDLI NG | N COUNTRY' S AFFAI RS, SAYS NAJI B

LUMJUT, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- Ml aysi ans who have the country's interests
at heart would not get foreigners to interfere inits internal affairs,
Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

"Instead, any political differences should be left to the people to
resol ve according to our country's denocratic process,"” he said today.

"They have gone to the extent of bringing their politics to the
international stage to snear the good name of the PMand the country's
i mge," he told a news conference after opening a sem nar on defence and
national security here

He said this when asked to conmment on the action of certain opposition
parties and non-governnmental organisations in resorting to snearing the
i mpage of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad overseas.

"Actually, if they are citizens concerned about the country's
integrity, they should not get others to interfere in our country's
internal affairs," he said.

He sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d not do anythi ng which could underm ne the

country's image when they were overseas, |ike spreading fal se and negative
news for their own political gains.
"This will invite disapproval fromcertain quarters overseas towards

our country," Najib said.

Naji b said the governnent had to step up efforts to counter such snear
canpai gns, including enlightening Mal aysi an students overseas of the actua
situation and giving its side of the story at international foruns.

The governnment had decided to set up permanent del egations to neet
Mal aysi an students overseas to spend nore tine briefing the identified
groups, he said.

"Wth this, it is hoped that our students overseas will get news and
information as clearly as possible,” he said.
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