06 JAN 2000
Donpok- Dut i es
DOVPOK DI SCUSSES H'S NEW DUTI ES W TH SAKARAN

KOTA KI NABALU, Jan 6 (Bernama) -- Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departnment Tan Sri Bernard Donpok today called on the Yang Di pertua Negeri
Tun Sakaran Dandai at the Istana Negeri here to brief himon his new duties
in the Federal Cabinet.

The former Sabah Chief Mnister said as Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Department his jurisdiction covered Petronas and the nati onal
petrol eumindustry, the Public Services Departnent, the Institute of
Strategic and International Studies, the Public Services Conm ssion, the
El ecti on Commi ssion, Statistics Department, Audit Departnent, part of the
Economi ¢ Planning Unit and the resecue team SMART.

"Al t hough the El ection Conmi ssion is an i ndependent body it still
requi res the cooperation of the governnent machinery to facilitate its
operations," Donpok said after his neeting w th Sakaran.

"The duties entrusted to ne by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad are wi de rangi ng and chal | engi ng and he has given the opportunity
to a Sabah | eader to play an inportant role in the Ml aysi an gover nment
admi ni stration,” he said.

On his talks with the Yang Di pertua Negeri, he said apart fromhis
duties, they al so di scussed Sabah's devel opnent and the Feder al
CGovernnent's commitnent in this respect.

"Sabah has an inportant role to play in the governnent's efforts to
devel op Mal aysia as a whol e. Sabah has much [ and which can be put to
beneficial use,” Donpok said.

Replying to a question, Donpok who is President of the United Pasok
Monogun Kadazandusun Organi sation (Upko), said the Kadazandusun and Mur ut
comunities in Sabah coul d now | ook forward with nore confidence in view of
their strong representation in the government.

"The Kadazandusun and Murut conmunities can enter the new m |l ennium
with nore confidence along with the other communities in Mlaysia and seek
greater progress,"” he said.
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