02/ 12/ 2000
“Donations a maj or source of funds

Raml an Sai d; A non Mhd

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today
contributions fromthe society coul d becone a maj or source of funds if
they are managed efficiently.

He added that the availability of such funds coul d al so becone a source
of strength for the Muslimcomunity in future.

The Prime Mnister said infaq (giving alms for charity) played an
important role in the Islamc social and econom c systens.

Dr Mahat hir said this when sinultaneously | aunching the national -1 eve
nont h-1 ong Beranal Jariah canpai gn and the Mal aysi an | sl am ¢ Econonic
Devel opnent Foundation's Amal Jariah schene at Pusat |slam

Anong t he conmponent s under the schene, incorporating the use of
i nformation technol ogy, are E-Jariah, Tele-Jariah, Auto-Jariah, salary
deductions and caring corporate - all ained at making it easier for
Muslins to donate

Dr Mahathir later received contributions from25 conpanies for the
foundation. Sonme donated cash while others contributed by way of nonthly
sal ary deductions of their staff.

Calling on Muslins to emulate friends of the Prophet |ike Abdul Rahman
Auf who did not hesitate to use their wealth for worthy causes, he said
the funds coul d be used to enhance the soci o-econonic standing of the
Musl i ns.

"I'n Mal aysia, the practice of giving alns and beranal jariah (charitable
service) is widely practised. Despite huge all ocations by t he Gover nnent
for charity, many institutions have been established that strive towards
provi di ng assi stance and hel p

"It shows us that the culture of giving and hel ping i s not sonet hi ng
alien or newin our society.”

The Prime M nister said the inplenentation of amal jariah (good deed)
progranmes coul d hel p resol ve sone of the probl ens affecting society,
besi des giving a positive portrayal of the religion.

In his nessage for the souvenir programe, Dr Mahathir said the
Government was sensitive to the well-being of Muslinms in the country.

Thus, various facilities had been provi ded and progranmes carried out to
i mprove their socio-econonic standing to be at par with that of the other
citizens.

In turn, Dr Mahathir said, Muslins thensel ves shoul d make t he nost of
the opportunities for self-advancenent.

The Prime M nister said he was convi nced t he canpai gn woul d generate
deep i nterest and woul d spur Muslins to performgood deeds as encour aged
by Islam

The canpai gn attached great significance and di vi ne bl essings nobre so
because it is carried out during Ranadan, he said.

"The nove by the foundation deserves all round support as the schene is
ai med at enhancing the soci o-econonic status of Mislins in the country,
especially the | owinconme earners."

At a Press conference |later, Dr Mahathir said charitable service in
Mal aysi a was better co-ordi nated when conpared to other Muslimcountries.

"True, there are those who donate in specific situations but this should
not pose a problem... we don't stop them in fact, they are encouraged
Sonet i mes peopl e need funds for operations, we can't tell themto ask from
this or that body.



"I'f we feel like contributing, we contribute ... that's our way," he
sai d.

On whet her a singl e agency shoul d be set up to receive contributions and
provi de assi stance, Dr Mahathir felt charitabl e service shoul d not be too
bureaucratic.

"When soneone contributes personally, there will be sone ties (with the
reci pients). If those giving out and receiving the aid do not know about
each other, this close rel ationship advocated by Islamanong its foll owers
will not be formed."

On views that some charitabl e bodi es were too cautious in disbursing aid
to the needy and woul d rather watch their funds lie idle, he said those
managi ng such funds had to exercise greater care.

"If they are too generous, they may be accused of not being thorough (in
sel ecting recipients). Everything nust be done accordingly, that's why
sonmetinmes it seenms as if they are not giving out funds."

On transparency in the disbursement of alms |like tithes collected by
State religious authorities, Dr Mahathir said they woul d be asked to
admi ni ster the funds accordingly.
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