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Don't see Asean+3 as threat, Syed Hanid tells the West

Lokman Mansor in Bangkok

BANGKOK, Mon: The Asean+3 forum which groups the 10 Asean menber
countries with Japan, China and South Korea, should not be regarded by the
West as a potential economic bloc that will threaten free trade, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said.

He said the West should instead | ook at Asean+3 as an enl arged market of
1.2 billion people, and a region eager to participate in globalised trade
and comerce

"When they set up the North America Free Trade Area (Nafta) and the
Eur opean Uni on, people did not take themas a bloc or a threat, so why
shoul d they feel this way with Asean+3? This is just our way of handling
gl obal i sation," Syed Hanmi d sai d.

He was speaking to reporters here today after the official opening of
the 33rd Asean Mnisterial Meeting (AMM by Thai Prine M nister Chuan
Leekpai .

Asean, the Associ ation of South-East Asian Nations, groups Brunei,
Canbodi a, | ndonesia, Laos, Myanmar, Ml aysia, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thai | and and Vi et nam

Asean+3 has in the past been equated with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad' s idea for an East Asian Economi c Caucus (EAEC). An
Asean+3 sumit has been hel d annual ly since 1997, while econonic and
finance mnisters-level Asean+3 neetings were held for the first tinme |ast
May .

The foreign nministers neeting of Asean+3 will hold its inaugural neeting
on Wednesday.

Syed Hani d sai d Asean has been tal ki ng about integration not only in the
political and security fields, but also on the econonmic front. At the
previous Asean Sunmit in Manila the idea of economic integration took on a
wi der context to include East Asia.

In his speech earlier, Syed Hanmid said Malaysia is a staunch believer in
the coll ective strength and potentials of Asean - that by standing
toget her they can be influential.

"Ml aysi a remai ns confident that Asean has the capacity and resilience
to energe nore united and stronger in the post-crisis period. For this to
be achi eved, Asean nenber states nust return to the basics, nanely to
strengthen national resilience, to nurture positive and constructive
bilateral relations while accel erating regional economic integration," he
sai d.

On the AWM i nformal working dinner |ast night, he said the mnisters
di scussed anpbng others the recent G oup of Eight (G 8) summit of devel oped
nations in Japan.

Syed Hami d noted the G 8 has accepted Dr Mahathir's suggestion that the
vi ews of devel oping countries be taken into consideration by the G8 in
i ts deci si on-maki ng process.

Representatives fromNi geria, South Africa, and Thailand (representing
Asean) were invited to attend and present their views at the G 8 sunmit.

Syed Hanmid said the G 8 | eaders were told of the devel opi ng countries
concerns regarding the international financial architecture and debt
relief. Italy, the host of the next G8 summit, has agreed to invite the
representatives again, he added.

In his speech, Syed Hanid highlighted the urgency for Asean action
regardi ng H V/ AIDS, which not only represents a najor public health and



soci al problembut a serious challenge to devel opnent.

The UN Al DS Organi sation has reported that South-East Asia had 1.3
mllion new HV infections in 1999 al one, and the region is experiencing
the nost drastic increase in HV infections anong the young.

He said HHV/AIDS will be on the agenda for the 4th Asean | nformal Sunmt
in Singapore later this year, and that an Asean Heads of Government Sunmit
on HHV/AIDS will be held back-to-back with the 7th Asean Sunmit in Brunei
next year.
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