24/ 03/ 2000
Don't pani c over wage proposal, enployers told

Kamar ul Yunus

EMPLOYERS and t he Gover nnent shoul d not "press the panic button” over the
Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress' (MIUC) proposed m ni numwage of RML, 200
as the ampunt asked is not final, MIUC deputy president Mhaned Shafie

B. P. Manmal said.

I nst ead, he sai d enpl oyers should viewthe proposal positively and
provi de am cabl e solution to the issue in a nmeeti ng between the enpl oyers,
i ncl udi ng the Governnent and uni on | eaders.

"We are not threatening enployers to inpl enent the m ni numwage of
RML, 200 i nmredi at el y.

"If we want to threat the enpl oyers, we woul d have done it three or four
years ago when the country was faci ng econom ¢ crisis.

"But at that tinme, the workers had sacrificed by not demandi ng for
increase in salaries," he told newsnen i n response to various reactions
fromsone quarters regardi ng MTUC s survey on poverty-line wages in
Petal i ng Jaya yest erday.

If workers were willing to sacrifice, Mhaned Shafie said the MITUC does
not see why t he m ni rumwages cannot be i npl enent ed when the country's
econony has inproved.

He chi ded remarks by Deputy Hunan Resources M nister Dr Abdul Latif
Ahmad that the MIUC s survey on the poverty-line wages was out dat ed,
stressing that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad hi nsel f has
suggest ed t he mi ni numwage at RML, 200 during a neeting with MIUC | eaders
on August 7 1998.

"At that time, we only proposed a m ni rumwage of RVMBOO based on our
survey on poverty-line wages in 1995 and 1996. Years have passed and the
price of goods are increasing while the mni numwage of sone workers have
been bel ow RMB00 for quite a long time.

"Thus, it is timely for the Governnment to introduce a m ni rumwage of
RML, 200 since there are already signs of econonic recovery. But it does
not mean that the mni mumwage is fixed at RML, 200... it could be nore or
| ess,” he said.
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