20/ 12/ 2000
Don't be di sheartened, police told

Ram an Sai d; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad today said the police
shoul d not be di sheartened by the inquiry into police brutality by the

Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conm ssi on

The inquiry, he added, should al so not disrupt the force from
di scharging its duties.

The Prinme Mnister said the Governnent woul d not be easily influenced by
findings of the conm ssion unless the clainms could be substanti at ed.

The inquiry is being held to look into clains of police brutality over
an abortive attenpt by Opposition supporters to hold a gathering in Jalan
Kebun in Kl ang on Nov 5.

Speaki ng at a di al ogue with 500 senior police officers at Bukit Aman, Dr
Mahat hir said: "To reflect our sincerity, we have to all owed Suhakamto
determne the truth behind the clains (police brutality) but this does not
nean that we want to stop the police fromdoing their job."

He sai d when confronted with denonstrations, which sonetines turned
viol ent, the Governnment realised that the police had no choice but to use
force.

"So, | hope the police will not be too unduly worried about Suhakam " he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said those accusing the police of brutality did so not so
nmuch because of the all eged viol ence that had been cormitted by the police
but driven by other notives.

However, the Prine Mnister said there had been cases where police
personnel had abused or overstepped their authority like the recent
i nci dent where a policenman shot dead a teenager.

"I nvestigations have to be carried out to ensure justice is servedto
the victins as well as the police. W want the police to have a cl ean
i mage. "

Dr Mahat hir expressed hope that such i ncidents, including the death of
det ai nees whi | e under police detention, woul d be reduced.

The Prine M nister spoke on the factors behind the rapid progress of the
country, which included sound government policies and a professi ona
police force

He stressed that the police should be professional and not take sides
when carrying out their duties in maintaining|awand order.

He war ned of the consequences if government servants, including the
police and arnmy - who should be | oyal to the government of the day - were
to take part in political or racial disputes.

If the police were to take sides, which would inevitably lead to
factions anong the ranks, Dr Mahathir said the country coul d be destroyed
as the police woul d not be able to discharge their work accordingly.

"Aneutral force would enhance the people's belief in the police
institution and the police would in turn get the people's support," he
said, adding that the force had so far displayed a high | evel of
pr of essi onal i sm

"The peopl e know t hat when in danger or trouble, they can turn to the
police for assistance, and the police will also extend hel p w thout
| ooki ng at ot her considerations."

In sonme countries, he said, there had been i nstances where the police
and arnmy were divided due to different political affiliations, and they
were unable to carry out their duties professionally.



He said the police, however, could refuse to obey the governnent if they
were directed to performtasks outside the | aw

He said professionalism discipline and |oyalty nust be mai ntai ned at
all times, whether it concerned units or the whol e force.

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the role of the media, especially foreign
ones, which he felt could hanper the police fromdi scharging their duties
efficiently.

He felt the force should not fear that their actions nmay be potrayed by
the nedi a negatively.

"There have been cases where the police used force and their actions
recei ved coverage, including fromthe foreign nmedi a which tended to potray
Mal aysi an police negatively.

"When confronted with this (coverage), the policewill either refrain
fromusing force or choose not to act at all. In the end, they may becone
the victims, but of course the foreign mediais not interested to show
pol i cenen bei ng beaten by denobnstrators."

If the police were to adopt such an attitude, Dr Mahathir said it would
only |l ead to denonstrators becom ng bol der and nore vi ol ent when t hey
realised that the police were powerless to act against them

This, he added, might prove detrinental to the police which would then
be l ess efficient, especially indealingwithillegal denonstrations and
assenbl i es.
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