21/ 01/ 2000
Don't include CPF issue intalks with S pore: MIUC

Sreerema Banoo

THE Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) i s agai nst the i nclusion of the
Central Provident Fund (CPF) wi thdrawal issue in the package of issues to
be di scussed between Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and his
Si ngapor ean counterpart Goh Chok Tong.

MTUC pr esi dent Senat or Zai nal Ranpak said the CPF i ssue need not be part
of the package of issues identified by Singapore as it is not political.

Since it does not in any way invol ve government funds, the Singapore
Government coul d i nstead i ssue an admi ni strative directivetothe CPFto
rel ease t he savi ngs upon recei ving applications for withdrawal s, rather
than make themwait until they are 55 years of age.

He said he would wite to Dr Mahathir requesting that CPF be separately
di scussed. A copy of this letter will also be given to Finance M nister
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and Human Resources M ni ster Datuk Fong Chan Onn.

"We have been inforned that the CPF i ssue has been included in the
package of five i ssues to be di scussed between both prine mnisters... it
is the issue of contributions by Mal aysi ans worki ng i n Si ngapore, why
include it in the package?" he asked.

He told this to reporters yesterday after submtting the MTUC s witten
request to the Singapore premer with a copy to the Finance M nister
Ri chard Wi, urging the Singapore Government to permt Peninsul ar Mal aysi a
wor kers returni ng hone upon conpl eting their enpl oynment contracts to
withdrawin full their CPF savings.

The request was handed t o Si ngapore Hi gh Conmi ssi oner K. Kesavapany at
t he Hi gh Conmi ssi on.

Zai nal who sits on the International Labour Organisation (ILO governing
body, said the matter will be referred to the organisation only as a | ast
resort.

"I'f we refer the matter tothe ILO it will affect Singapore's imge as
it will becalledto face the ILOcomittee on application of standards,”
he said.

There is a provision under the I LO Convention which allows workers or
uni ons to | odge conpl ai nts agai nst any country whi ch vi ol at es workers'
rights.

There are nore than 60, 000 workers fromthe peninsula enpl oyed in
Si ngapor e.

Wor kers fromPeni nsul ar Mal aysi a returni ng home upon conpl eti on of their
contracts are not permtted to wthdrawtheir contributions fromthe CPF
until they reach the age of 55.

However, this condition does not apply to workers fromEast Ml aysi a and
t hose fromforeign countries.
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