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DON' T Tl E RELEASE OF MALAYSI ANS TO UNRELATED MATTERS - SYED HAM D

KUALA LUMPUR, June 27 (Bernama) -- The rel ease of the renaining eight
Mal aysi ans still held hostage by ki dnappers on Jolo island shoul d not be
linked to unrelated matters, Foreign Mnister Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar said
t oday.

Conmenti ng on a newspaper report today that the hostage-takers wanted
the rel ease of an 85-year-old Filipino allegedly being held in Kota
Ki nabal u i n exchange for the Ml aysi ans, he said the issues involved were
unr el at ed.

"I think it is a separate issue...|l do not know why there should be a
swap," he told reporters after the opening of the 27th session of the
I slam ¢ Conference of Foreign Mnisters (ICFM by Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohared, here.

Syed Hanmid said statenments in the newspapers needed to be checked into

It was reported that one of the | eaders of the hostage-takers, @Glib
Andang, in a recorded nessage had denanded the rel ease of one Mohanad
Akl an, allegedly jailed for possession of firearns.

According to the report, Mhamad was believed to be a senior |eader of
a splinter group of the Moro National Liberation Front (M\LF).

Syed Hamid said that in Ml aysia, foreigners were put behind bars for
commtting a crinme and not for political reasons.

He said a person who had been sentenced by the court was nerely going
t hrough the process of law, "hence | find it difficult to see why the
rel ease of the Mal aysi an hostages should be tied to Mohanmad Akl an's
freedom'

He said rather than making demands, it was nore inportant for the
parties concerned to negotiate and do their best to free the Ml aysians as
well as 12 other foreigners who were snatched fromthe Ml aysian island
resort of Sipadan on April 23 and brought to the southern Philippine island
of Jol o.

Last Friday, the abductors freed one of the nine Ml aysians ki dnapped,
wi I dlife ranger Zul karnai n Hashi mwho had since been reunited with his
famly.
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