11/ 04/ 2000
DPMcalls for public to stay away fromillegal gathering

Kamar ul Yunus

DEPUTY Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has advi sed t he
public to stay away fromillegal gatherings, rem nding that police wll
not hesitate to take stern action against themif they flout the

regul ation.

"Those ignoring the laww || face strict police action. Wiy court
troubl e by attending rallies which have no police perm ssion?

"No doubt we are a denocratic country but at tines we tend to get
overzeal ous in using that freedomand tend to forget about the | aw and
break the rules," he told newsnen after opening a three-day Software
Piracy Summt in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Abdul | ah, who is al so Hone M nister was responding to Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s statement | ast Sunday that Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal (Keadil an) supporters were planning to stage denmonstrations in
the city next Saturday.

He stressed that any illegal gathering could lead to fights and
subsequently rioting which benefit no one and only to the country's
detri ment.

On whet her the Gua Musang Umo di vi si on had contravened the party's
regul ati on for not nom nati ng anyone for the May el ecti ons and i nst ead
left it tothe divisional commtte to nmake the nom nations, Abdul|lah said
he has to l ook into the party's constitution carefully before naking any
deci si on.

Abdul I ah who i s al so Umo nanagenent and di sci plinary committee chairman
descri bed the nove by Gua Musang Umo di vi si on as unprecedent ed but
stressed that the party's Suprenme Council directive onthis was clear in
that all divisions nust subnit nom nations for all posts for next nonth's
Umo el ecti ons.

On the nove by Perlis and Johor state governments to approve the
enactments on Islam c principles, Abdull ah said this was not based on Umo
policy but the action of the respective state governnents

"This is not Umo policy that were brought up and need t he approval of
t he Suprene Council nenbers,” he said

He was commenting on Perlis State Assenbly's nove to approve the Islamc
Principle Protection Enactnent (Perlis) two days ago to protect,
rehabilitate and determ ne the Islam c principles for Mislins.

He was al so asked to coment on the nove by the Johor Religious
Departrment to i npose stroke penalty to of fenders who fl outed seven tines
the syariah crimes follow ng the gazetting of the Syariah Cri nes Enact nent
1997 | ast year.
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