12/ 08/ 2000
DPM New MB likely fromli st

Raml an Sai d; Sarban Si ngh; Ai non Mohd; Rosi han Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul ah Ahmad Badawi
sai d today the new Sel angor Menteri Besar is likely to be picked fromthe
l'ist of names submitted by the State Umo |iaison comrittee to the Prine
M ni ster.

As all of the candi dates proposed were Assenbl ynen, he said there was no
need then to hold any by-election to fill the State's top post.

However, Abdullah said the final decision would be the prerogative of
party president and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who
received the |ist of names today from Sel angor Umo.

He said this when asked whet her Umo and Bari san Nasi onal were now
prepared to hold a by-election in the event that the candi date noni nated
for the Menteri Besar's post was not an Assenbl yman.

Specul ation has been rife that besi des several senior Assenbl ynen,
"outsiders" like former Menteri Besar and State deputy |iaison chief Tan
Sri Muhamad Muhanmad Tai b and Deputy Fi nance M nister Datuk Dr Shafie
Sal | eh m ght be picked to succeed Datuk Seri Abu Hassan QOmar.

Abu Hassan resi gned yesterday, citing health reasons and the need to
devote nore time to his famly.

But the only drawback to appoi nti ng Muhanmad or Shafie is that neither
one of themis a nenber of the State Legislative Assenbly, hence t he need
to hold a by-electionif either one is chosen as Menteri Besar.

Abdul | ah was speaki ng at a Press conference after attending a briefing
for Umo divisional | eaders Dr Mahathir at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

"At this nmonent, we have no plans to initiate any nove which woul d
necessitate the holding of a by-election.

"I't is not necessary and God willing, fromthe nanes submtted, one of
t hem woul d be picked as MB."

Asked whet her Abu Hassan woul d need to cl ear the all egati ons surroundi ng
him Abdullah said there was no need for this.

Asked whet her Abu Hassan shoul d cl ear his name of the all egation of
fathering a child with his sister-in-law, Abdullah said he could not
conmment as the matter had not been verifi ed.

"As | do not knowthe issue in detail, | cannot say mnuch.

"These runours are being propagated by certain quarters,” he said.

Abdul | ah al so thanked Abu Hassan for all the services rendered during
his tenure as Menteri Besar.

Appr oached by reporters earlier, Mihanmad sai d that his name was not
among the i st of potential candi dates submtted to Dr Mahathir.

"I did not fulfil the criteria (set by the State |iaison comittee)
so nmy nane is not included," he said.

"We have subnmited the list tothe Prine Mnister and it is upto himto
deci de.

"He wi Il scrutinise the list and nake t he announcenent."

On who proposed the names and the selection criteria, Mihamrad said
t hese had been deci ded by the State Iiai son connittee which held a speci al
meeting yesterday to di scuss Abu Hassan's resignati on and hi s possi bl e
successor.

He added the committee al so inforned Dr Mahathir the selection criteria
agreed upon by the committee where the candi dates chosen shoul d be an
el ected representative as well as Umo di vi sion chiefs or acting division
heads.



On the willingness of Batang Kali Assenbl ynman Dat uk Zai nal Abi di n Sakom
to vacate his seat for Muhamrad to contest in a by-el ection, Mihamrad
disnmissed it as mere specul ati ons.

On whether he was willing to assune the Menteri Besar's post he vacat ed
in 1997 if picked by Dr Mahathir, he said: "The question does not arise
now. "

Meanwhi | e, Zai nal Abi din, who was Muhamrad' s forner political secretary,
reiterated his willingness to "make way" for his fornmer boss to contest.

He sai d Muhammad woul d have no probl emw nni ng the seat whi ch he (Zai nal
Abi din) won by a majority of nore than 5,000 votes in the 1999 general
el ection.
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