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Dr M Both sides nust conprom se

Val erie Ng

JOHOR BARU, Mbn. - Long-standing bilateral issues between Ml aysia and

Si ngapore can only be solved if both countries conpromise, Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He said Mal aysi a was al ways prepared to conprom se, but this nust not be
a one-sided affair.

"Both sides nust see how nmuch they can give in. Ask Malaysia to
conmproni se but others (Singapore) don't conprom se, susahlah sikit (it's a
bit difficult)," he said.

He was responding to a question on outstanding bilateral issues during a
Press conference held after he opened the Port of Tanjung Pel epas’
conference and exhi bition here today.

The two-day event, PTP 2000 Conference and Exhi bition, was held in
conjunction with the opening of the Port of Tanjung Pel epas near Cel ang
Pat ah.

Dr Mahathir said the nmain obstacle hindering a solution was comng to
terns with the matters involved. The issues in question include the sale
of water to Singapore, Singapore Central Provident Fund (CPF) w thdrawal s
by peopl e from Peni nsul ar Mal aysia working in the republic, intrusions by
Si ngapore Air Force aircraft into Mal aysian airspace, and | and owned by
the Mal ayan Railway in the republic.

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the deadl ock in negotiations on
the CPF issue had nothing to do with the May Unmo el ecti ons.

"If the election was the cause, the CPF i ssue woul d have been | ong
settled. W are not delaying the matter deliberately."

Si ngapore Foreign Mnister S. Jayakumar was quoted in The Straits Ti nes

| ast week as saying the Mal aysi an Governnent had gi ven no response on
specific dates for the next round of tal ks on the CPF issue due to the
Umo el ecti ons.

Dr Mahat hir today described the CPF i ssue as a sinple problem

"All we ask of themis, when our people have stopped working there, they
can take back their CPF noney. This is also our practice. \Wen

Si ngaporeans who work in Malaysia return to their country, they can take
t heir money.

"The sanme with Ml aysi ans from Sabah and Sarawak who worked in

Si ngapore. They can take back their noney after they have stopped working
there. What we don't understand is, why can't Ml aysians fromthe

peni nsul a do the sanme?" he asked.

On the Malayan Railway land in Singapore, Dr Mahathir said the solution
to the probl em depended on the other issues as well.

"It is not just a sinmple isolated problem It has connections w th other
bilateral issues. It should be solved as a package," he said.

He hoped it would be resolved in a year, as stipulated under the points
of agreenent between Mal aysi a and Si ngapore.

"l don't know whether in one year it will be resolved or not, but | hope
it will. W will see when we cone to that (if the issue cannot be sol ved
in ayear)," he said.
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