27/ 06/ 2000

Dr M Malaysia will play its part to achieve a united Muslimworld

PETALI NG JAYA, Mon. - Malaysia wants to see unity among Muslimcountries
and will play its role to see its realisation, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad sai d t oday.

He said Muslimnations were too divided now that even sharing nenbership
in the same organisation did not stop themfromfighting with each ot her.

He felt unity would prevail if Miuslimcountries really practised the
true teachings of the religion.

"Islamteaches its followers that all Muslins are brothers, yet Islamc
countries are fighting anong t hensel ves.

"They even belong to the sane organisation but it has not brought nuch
hel p.

"Mal aysia would |like to see greater unity anong Muslimcountries,
respecting each other and not accusing this or that country as being | ess
Islamic," he said at the Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in
Subang.

The Prime Mnister said this at a Press conference on his return from
attending the GL5 summit in Cairo.

He was asked on what he hoped to see fromthe 27th Islanm c Conference of
Forei gn M ni sters begi nning tonorrow and hosted by Ml aysi a.

Enphasi si ng that unity anmong Muslimcountries was still low, Dr Mahathir
said: "W are only good at talking |ike on Miuslimbrotherhood but act
differently ... cakap tak serupa bikin."

On its part, he said Ml aysia would work towards enhancing unity anong
Musl i mcountri es.

"W are not siding with any country. W want to see unity in the Muslim
worl d, at least in our quest for specific objectives.”

On whet her changes to the O C should be carried out, Dr Mahathir said it
woul d be nmeaningless if the attitude anmong nenber countries remained the
sane.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked why Mal aysi a was planning to raise the issue
on the world' s financial systemat the conference.

He said: "It is because O C nenbers are al so invol ved.

"Many countries are being pressured by the International Mnetary Fund
whi ch controls their finances like having to allowthe entry of foreign
banks.

"W found out that we are facing simlar problens, in terns of attenpts
by the rich countries to exert control on us."

Asked for his viewon the Moro Islanmic Liberation Front's desire to gain
observer status in the OC, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia woul d "have to ask
its friends".

Conmrenti ng on the rel ease of one of the Pul au Si padan hostages, Dr
Mahat hir said he hoped all captives would be rel eased, and not just the
Mal aysi ans.

He said it would serve the cause of the rebels to release all captives,
ot herwise the world would think of themas a group of terrorists with no
princi pl es.

"I think they have achi eved what they want to achieve, that is draw ng
attention to their struggles. It will be against their own interest to
conti nue hol di ng the hostages."

On the ransomreportedly demanded by the ki dnappers, Dr Mahathir said it
was not the Governnment's policy to entertain such a request.



Wldlife Departnent ranger Zul karnain Hashi mwas rel eased by the rebels
who had been hol di ng hi mand 20 ot her hostages on Jolo island in the
Phi | i ppi nes.
They were taken captive at gunpoint from Pul au Si padan on April 23.
( END)
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