28/ 10/ 2000

Dr M W are studying Qpposition's action

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d
t he Governnment was studyi ng whet her acti on by the OQpposition in snmearing
t he good nane of the country and its | eaders overseas was tantanmount to
t reason.

"W are stuyding the | aws to see whet her there has been any offence. It
may be conmitted overseas, but the focus is to destroy the nation."

Citing the United Nations sanction agai nst Iraq as an exanpl e, he said
it was the peopl e who woul d suffer and not the | eaders. He was speaki ng at
a Press conference at the Parlianent | obby after the tabling of the 2001
Budget by Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Dr Mahat hir was asked about the admi ssion by Keadilan Youth chief Mhd
Ezam Mohd Nor on his involvenent to tarnish the Prine Mnister's nane in
the United States and Europe.

Dr Mahathir said Keadilan resorted to this because its | eader had been
jailed.

"I'n the past, there have been many governnent | eaders tried and jail ed.
But because of this one person, they want to create trouble so that
everyone suffers.”

On action to be taken to counter the lies, Dr Mahathir said the
Governnent woul d conti nue providi ng expl anati ons, but there was no
guarantee that investors would want to come as their governnments m ght
i mpose sancti ons.
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