15/ 11/ 2000
Dr M Consultant to be engaged to reformQC

Farush Khan in Doha

TAKI NG t he cue fromMal aysi a, the Organi sation of |slam c Conference will
engage a consultant to find ways to reformthe body so that it becones
nore effective in protecting the interest of the world's 1.2 billion

Musl i ns.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said the need for the
reformation was di scussed at the on-going session.

He said this on Monday eveni ng during a Press conference at the Sheraton
Doha where the O Csunmit, participated by | eaders of 56 nmenber countri es,
is being held. The three-day summit ended yesterday.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Mal aysia was prepared to take part in any
United Nations operations to protect Pal estinians, who were now facing
I srael's aggression.

"W are in agreenent that the UN should step in and provide a force to
protect the Pal estinians. Malaysiais quite prepared to participate (in
such a force)."

Pal esti ni an Presi dent Yasser Arafat is pushing for a UN protection force
for Pal estine whi ch has been rocked by seven weeks of vi ol ence, causing
t he deat h of over 200 i nnocent peopl e, nostly Pal estinians. Many nore were
wounded.

The reform he said, was necessary to ensure that the O Crenewed both
its rel evance and effectiveness.

Speaki ng at the sunmt just before | eaving for Kual a Lumpur on Monday
ni ght, Dr Mahathir pledged RML million for the OC fund.

Asked on the effectiveness of O C neetings, Dr Mahathir said the OC
coul d nmake very strong statements over the Pal estine issue, but "people
are waiting for us to do sonmething that will reflect the contents of the
statenents."

Asked on who t he communi que, to be i ssued at the end of the sunmt,
woul d be directed at, he said it would be directed at Israel as well as
the United States, the main supporter of the Jewi sh State.

Dr Mahat hir pointed out that there was a possibility that the communi que
woul d not be synbolic only.

"Peopl e can be driven up the wall ... they will have to turn around and
do sonet hing about it. And at this nonent chil dren are being killed just
for throwng stones. | think thereis alimt to all these things."

He said the O Ccountries were noww | ling to suggest drastic actionto
show their displeasure at what was happenng i n Pal estine due to Israeli
i ntransi gency.

The Prinme M nister wel comed steps taken by Miusli mcountries to sever
ties with Tel Aviv as was done by Qatar just before the beginning of the
sunmmit on Nov 12.

"That is a positive action to display our unhappi ness with the way the
Pal estini ans are being treated."

Meanwhi | e Bernana reported i n Kual a Lunpur that Dr Mahathir returned
hone yesterday norning i n an executive jet after attending the O Csummit.

Hs wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, received himon arrival
at the Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang.
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