17/ 03/ 2000
Dr M Rulers can do nore to foster unity

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh
JITRA, Thurs. - Malay Rulers can play a greater role in fostering unity
anong Muslins through the respective State Religi ous Councils and Fatwa
Counci | s.
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said since the Rulers are
responsi ble for religion, they had specific roles to play in uniting the
peopl e.
"I do not know how this can be done but we do not want the Rulers to be
involved in politics," he said.
Dr Mahathir said Rulers too were aware of the need to bring the people
together but they fear that their intervention could be mscontrued as
i nvol ving thensel ves in politics.
"Rul ers cannot get involved in politics; instead they are responsible
for religious affairs.
"So, | believe the Rulers would not want to do things which could be
wongly interpreted."”
Dr Mahat hir was asked about the roles the Malay Rul ers, as the head of
religionintheir States, could play to foster unity anong Miuslinms as al
these while it was the Governnment which kept stressing the need for unity.
Speaking to reporters at his Aidil Adha open house at Dewan Jitra here
he al so said the Governnment had no plans to open the Mal aysi a- Thai | and
border round-the-clock as it would not benefit the country.
Dr Mahathir said nore | ocal people would spend tine in the neighbouring
country if the border was opened 24 hours.
"I't (opening the border 24 hours) would not benefit us ... we al so have
no plans to open it on a 24-hour basis even two or three tines a week."
Dr Mahat hir was asked to comrent on a proposal by Perlis Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mthat the Padang Besar Custons and inmgration
checkpoi nt be opened 24 hours on certai n days of the week.
At present, the checkpoint and that at Wang Kelian in Perlis, Bukit Kayu
H tam (Kedah) and Rantau Panj ang (Kel antan), are opened between 6am and
10pm
Dr Mahathir said the Governnent planned to devel op the border areas,
i ncluding construction of a railway line to the nei ghbouring country via
Kedah.
Now, there is only such a |line through Padang Besar in Perlis.

( END)



	Dr M: Rulers can do more to foster unity (NST17/01/2000)

