23/ 07/ 2000

Dr M Beware those who sow hatred

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad advi sed Puspanita nenbers
today to be wary of the opinions of certain quarters who m sinterpretated
religion to instil hatred against others, especially the Governnment and
its | eaders.

The Prime M nister said such quarters, through their allegations, would
try toinstil hatred to the point that people accepted them and all owed
wrong and sinful actions.

"Recently, there had been an incident involving torture and nurder by a
group that wanted to “practise' I|slam

"By firing up the feelings of nmenbers of the group through various wong
interpretations of Islam the group was able to drag theminto doing
t hi ngs forbi dden by Islam™"

He said this in his speech when opening the 18th Puspanita annual
general neeting at the Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Putrajaya 1 here.

Dr Mahathir said feelings of hatred towards others woul d nake peopl e
| ose their reasoning and pride w thout cause.

The Prime M nister cautioned Puspanita nmenbers agai nst tal ks by
religious |ecturers who incited anger and hatred agai nst the Governnent
and the organi sation should not give such people a chance to do so

"Insya-Allah (God willing), with religious know edge and nobl e val ues,
Puspanita can contribute to national devel opnent and to the devel opnent of
its menbers," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the progress made by the country due to the people's
| ove for peace and dislike for chaos, had ensured a high quality of life.

I f chaos reigned, the Government's noney, along with that of the private
sector and individuals, would have to be spent to ensure peace and
security.

"All this will channel our spending fromhaving a peaceful life to
protecting oursel ves.

"Al'l our living costs will go up as everyone would need to spend part of
their income for security resulting in prices escalating.”

Present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, his wife and Puspanita president Puan
Sri Teh Zahariah Jahi din, and about 1,000 Puspanita menbers fromall over
the country.

Teh Zahari ah sai d Puspanita woul d continue with activities that
supported the policies of the Governnent and that each year, progranmes
were carried out to ensure nenbers were aware of current and nationa
matters.

"As an organi sation that has al nbost 50,000 nenbers, we nust keep up with
devel opnents and progress nade by Ml aysi an wonen in particul ar and wonen
around the world in general

"W will use their achievenents as a platformdraw up and pl an
programes and activities that can benefit our nmenbers and ultimately our
country," she said.

Teh Zahariah al so stressed the need for nmenbers to keep up with changes
taking place in the fields of el ectronic conmerce and the know edge
econony.

"Keepi ng abreast of these changes is vital to our continued progress,"
she sai d.

( END)
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