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DR M HATRED | NSTI LLED AMONG M SI ANS MAKI NG THEM UNABLE TO THI NK

By: Wan A Hul ai m

LONDON, Jan 30 (Bernama) -- The feelings of hatred towards certain
people instilled in the m nds of Ml aysians right fromkindergarten to
uni versity was naking themunable to think for thensel ves, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

"At the kindergarten, they are taught to hate certain people, told to
spit and step on the pictures of certain people.

"This sticks with themuntil they reach university where they are again
incited to hate certain quarters. They can no |onger think," the prinme
mnister said at a neeting with sonme 500 Ml aysi an students at Mal aysi a
Hal | here.

He said sone Muslins did not consune pork not because of the religion
but because they were taught from chil dhood that pork was dirty.

"Li kewi se, they had been taught fromyoung not to accept other
religions,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said some Mal aysians at present accepted whatever one side
told themand refused to listen to the expl anations of the other side.

"We should not have a closed mnd. W nust listen to both sides, only
then can we make decisions,” he told the receptive audi ence.

Such a situation, the prine nmnister said, could lead to disunity anong
t he peopl e and weaken the country.

"Some people think they benefit fromsuch a split. The ones actually
benefiting are the foreigners," he said.

Rej ecting the excessive freedomfound in the West, Dr Mhathir warned
Mal aysi ans that sone foreigners were out to "control our culture, politics
and econony".

"W see the governments of free countries brought down through
incitements fromoutside. The then try to split the country into three," he
sai d.

In Mal aysia, he said, efforts to break up the society had succeeded to
a certain stage.

"For instance, we find that the culture of not appreciating anyone and
the rejection of Malaysia's rapid devel opnment are sonmething that will be
there irrespective of who is in power.

"They say don't give inportance to history, our background. W just
think of this time. This is our tinme," he said.

Stressing the need not to ignore history, he said: "I fear that if we
don't know where we cane from we don't know where we are -- and where wil|l
go to. That's why our history has many | essons for us," he said.

A student fromthe floor asked Dr Mahathir why was it that if he val ued
hi story so much, he had during Tunku Abdul Rahman's |eadership witten to
the late prime mnister demandi ng his resignation.

Dr Mahathir replied that he renmenbered well the letter and asserted
that the incident had nothing to do with history but was instead concerned
with the needs of the Malays at the tinmne.

"We have to learn fromhistory. Wien the Tunku went, he was succeeded

by Tun Razak, his designated successor. There was no struggle. Until | came
al ong and people still can't forgive me for witing the letter. He (Tunku)
was a great leader. | admit that. He did a |Iot for our independence.”

Dr Mahathir said change must be for the better and not just for its own
sake.
He gave the exanple of Enperor Haile Sel assie of Ethopia who was



renoved and repl aced by an even bigger dictator, Haile Mariam

In Iighter nobod, he said | eaders would eventually go. They grow ol d and
t hey di ed.

He said he would like to frustrate many people by staying on, but when
he retired he had no intention of becom ng a Ml aysi an seni or mnister.

Anot her questioner asked himif Umo needed to change to become nore
rel evant.

Dr Mahathir replied that Umo had undergone many changes since its
formati on and was sensitive to the feelings of the people.

"That is why we introduced the NEP (New Economic Policy)..... (to deal
wi th) the dissatisfaction about the econom c inbal ance under the Tunku.

"Then the Chinese felt they were not given a fair share in the
goverment. What Tun Razak did was to change the Alliance to include nore
opposition parties including Gerakan. Even PAS was admitted at that tine.
W al ways have our ears to the ground,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that words |ike cronismand nmega projects were not
Mal aysian in origin but introduced by the foreign press to critise
Mal aysi an devel oprent .

On nega projects, he said that the size of a project was relative. "For
exanpl e the KLI A project nmay | ook nmega at this tinme but we are pl anning
ahead when the nunber of people travelling by air will increase nmany
times."”

The prime mnister went to length to explain why he took action agai nst
his forner deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand subsequently sacked him from
Umo at the request of party nenbers.

"By God, | amnot telling lies,” Dr Mahathir said.

Tal ki ng on his pet subject, information technology (IT), he rem nded
students that it was neccessary for the people to keep pace with progress
on that front because if they did not understand the technol ogy they would
not be able to use it.

Commenting on President Bill dinton's remark about continued growh in
the United States for the past 106 nonths, Dr Mahathir said that in the
past 106 nonths, 20 million jobs were lost in Indonesia.

There was a stir in the hall when a woman identifying herself as Um
Hafilda Ali took the m crophone and swore that the contents of her letter
about the alleged wongdoi ngs of Anwar were true.

The audi ence, clearly taken aback, turned quiet for several mnutes as
Umi spoke with an enotion-filled voice.

Dr Mahat hir thanked her but did not say anything el se in response to
her statenent.

Uni earlier told the audi ence not to m staken her as part of Dr
Mahat hir' s del egati on.

"I have been here (London) for a nonth on private business,"” she said.
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