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MAPUTO ( Mbzanbi que), Aug 21 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
has rem nded African | eaders and officials that nation building is about
the ability, freedomand flexibility to nake strategic decisions in
finance, trade and investnent.

"If nations are willing to accept higher prices in order to acquire the
technol ogi es to compete |ater, that should be the right of sovereign
nations to decide,” the prime mnister said in his address at the officia
di nner of the fourth Southern Africa International D al ogue 2000 (SAID
2000) here Monday.

Dr Mahathir said national sovereignty as a basis for self determ nation
and enpower nent was nore rel evant now, given the onslaught of voices
propogating the good of an open and |iberal econony.

"It is not for a good reason that the last Wrld Trade O ganisation
(WO round in Seattle came to a stal emate,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir asked,"A grain of rice or wheat or nmize or barley is not
sinmply an issue of how nmuch it costs to produce but does the person
planting it make a decent living? And who ends up eating the produce?"

War ni ng devel opi ng nati ons agai nst blind acceptance of trade
i beralisation, he said the beneficiaries were obviously a select and
privil eged group.

"The top fifth of the world' s population in the richest countries enjoy
82 percent of the expanding export trade and 68 percent of foreign direct
i nvestnent -- the bottomfifth barely nore than one percent,"” Dr Mhathir
sai d.

Bet ween 1980 and 1996, only 33 countries managed to sustain three
percent annual growth, with 59 countries, mainly in the sub-Saharan Africa
and Eastern Europe and the CI'S (Conmonweal th of | ndepedent States),
experienci ng declining gross national product per capita, he said.

Wil e 20 percent of the world' s popul ation in devel oped countries get
82.7 percent of total world income, 20 percent of the world' s population in
the poorest countries receive only 1.4 percent.

"I'n 1989 the average i ncone of the 20 percent of people living in the
richest countries was 60 tinmes higher than that of the 20 percent living in
the poorest countries. What is nore alarmng is that this ratio has
doubl ed, from30 tines in 1950," said Dr Mahathir.

Recogni si ng the inportance of enbraci ng know edge-driven econony in al
its forns, Dr Mahathir said it was for that reason Ml aysi a enbarked on an
agenda for intensification of knowl edge use in all sectors of the econony,
new and traditional.

This required the concerted effort of all stakeholders in the econony
to acquire and generate bodi es of know edge, he said.

"Coupled with the ability to effectively translate know edge into
t echnol ogi cal and soci al advancenent that el evates the |iving standards of
the popul ace, this is enpowernent in its truest sense," he said.

He added that technol ogy-based econom ¢ devel opnent assumned that a
wel | - gover ned devel opi ng country woul d experience high returns from
i nvestnent, which in turn lured inflow of foreign capital, thus narrow ng
the gap between the rich and poor nations.

"But technol ogi cal advancenent dances to a different tune. Wth
increasing returns to scale in their favour, regions wth advanced
technol ogi es are best placed to further innovate, with the gap between the



technol ogi cal haves and have-nots ever wi dening," said Dr Mahathir

He said that energing econonies should therefore see the process of
globalisation fromall aspects, adding that nost decision naking at the
international |evel seemed to safeguard the welfare of the nore matured
econom es.

At the sane tine, globalisation appeared to disregard national
soverei gnty, econom c freedom econom ¢ enpower nent, soci 0-economic
progranmmes, and the technol ogy devel opnent agenda bei ng undertaken by
devel opi ng nati ons.

Saying that the Smart Partnership practice in this context pronmised to
make the nost inpact, he said it could also help unify concerns and acti ons
and fornul ate a comobn st and.

Smart Partnerships could al so assist in enbarking on co-operative
action in order to counter any perceived negative forces of globalisation
that affect enmergi ng econom es, he said.

"The Smart Partnership di al ogues, such as this, can well serve as foca
points to deliberate and share our views and experiences and to nurture
continued interactions anong nenbers and snmart partners in between
di al ogues.

"l observe that CPTM the Commonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy
Managenment, can assunme the role in synergysing the many different
di mensi ons of the subject of globalisation with a truly achi evable wi n-win
result,” he said.

Calling for national smart partnership hubs established by SAI D nenbers
to work closely with CPTM and set priorities for action, Dr Mahathir
added,"In this regard, | would like to offer MGHT (Ml aysi a | ndustry G oup
for H gh Tehnol ogy), the Ml aysian smart partnership hub, to assi st
whenever we can."

SAID is nodelled after the Langkawi |nternational Dialogue (LID). The
first SAID was held in Kasane, Botswana in 1997, foll owed by Swakopnund,
Nam bia the follow ng year and Victoria Falls, Zi nbabwe, |ast year. --
BERNAMA
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