30/ 06/ 2000
Dr M Loggers might be i nnocent

Sar ban Si ngh; Chok Suat Ling; Raynore Mering

KAJANG, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today sai d the | ndonesi an
authorities should have verified whether four Ml aysi an | oggers had
encroached into their territory before they were detai ned.

The Prime M nister said the | oggers mi ght not have realised they had
encroached into foreign territory as boundary nmarkers did not cover the
entire Sarawak- Kal i mantan border.

"W want to know whether there is any truth in that (encroaching and
carrying out illegal |ogging). Sormetines, not the entire border is
mar ked. "

Sayi ng that one coul d unknowi ngly encroach into another's territory, Dr
Mahat hir said if the four were found to have been in Mal aysian territory,
t he I ndonesi an authorities should rel ease themi medi ately.

"I amnot sayi ng anything agai nst Indonesia ... we do not want to break
their law ... but if the four were in Malaysian territory, the only right
thing to do is to release them" he said.

He was speaking to reporters after officially opening Universiti Tenaga
Nasi onal today.

Yesterday, five nmen wearing |Indonesian police unifornms detained the four
Mal aysians in a logging area at U u Sungai Jernang, Sematan district, near
t he Sarawak- Kal i mant an border for allegedly stealing tinber.

Dr Mahathir al so gave exanpl es of how Thai citizens had encroached into
Mal aysi an territory on previ ous occasi ons.

"The Thais actually planted and tapped rubber trees on our side of the
border. However, we did not arrest them

"W even paid them conpensation and asked themto | eave, although they
had encroached into our area," he said.

The Mal aysi ans, currently held at the Commercial Crines Centre in
Pontianak to facilitate investigations, have been identified as Zaini
Karim 42, Jerandi ng anak Jabah, Antanai anak Panas and Ahmad Sapar ani

Mal aysi an vi ce-consul in Pontianak, Mhamed Nizam Ranli, said today he
had received a report fromthe I ndonesian police, stating that the four
were under a 20-day remand and accused of "illegal |ogging".

He said that about 1lam he was allowed to visit the detainees and found
themin good condition.

In Kuching, State National Survey and Mappi ng Department officers
ascertained that the |l oggers were in fact, between 500mand a kil onetre
away fromthe Sarawak-West Kalimantan border.

Lundu police chief, Assistant Superintendent Abang Abdillah Abang Majid
said the border situation was currently "tense" and it woul d be best for
Mal aysi an | oggers to steer clear of the border

On whether a fifth Mal aysian, believed to be a tinber conpany nmanager,
was detai ned by the Indonesian police and |l ater freed to "sort out their
rel ease", he said

"I will only confirmthat the man was rel eased from I ndonesi an police
cust ody. "

Earlier, Zaini's father-in-law, Masli Karim 67, had told the New
Straits Tinmes at his house in Sematan that he had net the manager two days
ago.

"I believe the nanager was told to get sonme noney to secure the rel ease
of nmy son-in-law and the other three."

Zaini's wife, Mahyun Masli, 38, appealed to the Governnent to secure the



early rel ease of her husband.
She said her husband had just begun working at Sungai Jernang, which she
bel i eved was a new ti mber concession area.
This is the second tine that |ndonesian authorities have detai ned
Mal aysi ans for allegedly encroaching into their territory.
( END)
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