26 OCT 2000
Khi r - Cer amah
DR KHI R READY TO 3 VE CERAMAH W TH NI K AZlI Z | N KELANTAN

SHAH ALAM Cct 26 (Bernama) -- Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohamad Khir Toyo
t oday wel coned the suggestion by Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nik Mat that he (Dr Khir) hold a religious ceranah with himin the
PAS-run state.

He said he was prepared to do so provided he had settled the probl ens
in Selangor, if there were any, and the ceranmah was sanctioned by the
religious authorities in Kelantan.

"God WIling, | will go to Kelantan to attend any ceramah session if
invited. But if | want to go there, | need prior approval fromthe Kel antan
authorities. If allowed, then I'Il go," ke told reporters after attendi ng

t he Deepavali open house of State Executive Councillor Datuk K. Sivalingam
her e.

Dr Mohamad khir was comrenting on Nik Aziz's statenment in Kota Baharu
yesterday that a series of religious ceramahs be jointly hel d between him
and ot her Menteris Besar.

He said the cermahs, if held, could dispel suspicion on the ban inposed
on himfor giving religious talks in suraus and nbsques in Sel angor as the
peopl e could |listen and make their own assessnents.

He had said that if the Kelantan |Islam c Religi ous Departnment (MAlK)
refused perm ssion, the ceranahs could be held at the Pul au Mel aka Mosque
i n Kota Baharu. The npbsque is under N k Aziz's patronage.

Dr Mohamad Khir al so said the Sel angor |slanic Religious Departnent
(JAI'S) had stopped its investigations into the unauthorised religious
ceramah by Nik Aziz in a surau and nosque in Klang recently.

He said the state governnment felt that the matter need not be
pr ol onged.

The state governnent had decided to forgive NNk Aziz for his attendance
in previous ceramahs and hoped that such incidents woul d not recur, he
sai d.

He said any speaker wi shing to hold ceramahs in suraus and nosques mnust
obtain approval fromthe authorities to preserve the credibility of the
pl aces of worship and to ensure they were not abused.

Asked to conment on the public adm ssion by Parti Keadil an Nasi onal
yout h chi ef Ezam Mohd Nor that he and his party col |l eagues were involved in
a smear canpai gn against Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in
the United States and Europe, Dr Mohamad Khir said if the report was true,
then Ezam was not |oyal to the country and was ungrateful .

He said actions by certain opposition |eaders clearly showed that they
were fighting for their own personal interests or for a particular
i ndi vi dual wi thout considering the country's national interest.

He said they acted as though they were not bothered if the country was
destroyed provided they achi eved their objectives no matter in whatever
way .

He believed that activities of the opposition were nmasterm nded by
out si ders who have a hi dden agenda agai nst Ml aysi a.
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