22/ 08/ 2000

Dr M Pursue know edge vi gorously

PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday urged the
devel opi ng worl d to vi gorously pursue know edge, sayi ng t hat devel oped
countries had eagerly enbraced t he new know edge-dri ven econormy.

Dr Mahat hir said know edge was t he domai n of everyone in the world and
cut across all strata of econom c activities.

It was not limted to just cutting-edge technol ogy and the I nformation
and Conmuni cati on Technol ogy sector, he said in his speech at the Smart
Partnership gala held in conjunction with the Southern Africa
International Dial ogue (SAI D 2000) yesterday.

Citing Mal aysi a as an exanple, Dr Mahathir said the country had enbar ked
on adrive tointensify know edge used in all sectors of the econony, new
and traditional.

This entail ed the concerted effort of all stakehol ders in the Ml aysi an
econony "to acquire and generate bodi es of know edge".

"Coupled with the ability to effectively translate know edge into
t echnol ogi cal and soci al advancenent that el evates the |iving standards of
t he popul ace, this is enpowernment inits truest sense," he stressed.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on technol ogy-based econoni ¢ devel opment whi ch he
described as "a different phenonmenon”.

Technol ogi cal advancenent "dances to a different tune" and technol ogy
wi dens t he gap between t he technol ogi cal haves and have-nots as regions
wi t h advanced t echnol ogi es are best placed to further innovate.

I nnovati on requires physical, financial and social infrastructure -
demandi ng even to the nost advanced nati ons.

A devel oping country with limted resources and a nultitude of needs
will fail to innovate.

Emer gi ng economi es nust see the process of globalisationfromall
aspects.

Most deci sion naking at international |evel seemto safeguard the
interests of the nore matured economni es without regard to nati onal
soverei gnty, econom c freedomand enmpower ment, sSoci 0-econoir ¢ progranmes
and t echnol ogy devel opnent agenda bei ng undert aken by devel opi ng nati ons.

The Prine Mnister pointed out that it was in this context that the
Smart Partnershi p woul d have the nost i npact.

Smart Partnership can hel p unify concerns and actions and to fornul ate a
common stand and enbark on co-operative actions in order to counter
percei ved negati ve forces of gl obalisation affecting emergi ng economi es.

Smart Partnershi ps such as SAI D 2000 can serve as focal points to
del i berate and share vi ews and experiences and to nurture conti nued
i nteraction anong nenbers and partners.

The Commonweal t h Part nershi p for Technol ogy Managenent (CPTM, he said,
coul d assune a catal ytic role in synergising the different di mensi ons of
gl obalisation with win-win results.

National Smart Partnership hubs will have to work together with CPTM and
set priorities for action.

For this the Prime M nister offers the assi stance of Mal aysi a | ndustry-
Government Group for H gh Technol ogy (M GHT).

He al so touched on Mal aysi a's unorthodox policies in overcomngthe
recent crisis which have "reluctantly been accepted by the i nternati onal
conmunity as a viable alternative to the | M- prescription".

Even as they adnit that a "cure all" for the world' s economic ills does



not exist a new "prescription” is being forced down the throats of
devel opi ng countri es.
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