26/ 05/ 2000

Dr Ling awaits | eave approval

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik today sent in his
application for two weeks' |leave to reflect on his decision to resign as
Transport M nister but will continue his duties as MCA president.

He has a full schedul e tonorrow opening the State MCA conventions in
Kel ant an and Terengganu, and a Chi nese school in Jertih.

He confirnmed today that he woul d attend these functions tonorrow. He
also told reporters at his Mnistry that he was awaiting a formal reply on
his | eave application before going on holiday.

However, Bernama quotes Dr Ling's Press secretary Qong Boon See as
saying that the MCA central comittee neeting which Dr Ling was to chair
on Wednesday has been postponed indefinitely.

He al so will not attend several functions in Perak on Sunday, the annua
general neeting of the confederation of the Limassociations and its
di nner.

Dr Ling, who announced his intention to resign on Mnday, was persuaded
by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad yesterday to take | eave
to think through his decision.

Dr Ling said he woul d consider the appeals of MCA | eaders who cane from
all over the country to neet him Today, he nmet the MCA division of his
constituency, Labis, and the alummi of TAR coll ege.

He asked the people to give himtinme and peace to null over their
argument s.

"When | cone back, | will talk to the PMand tell himny decision," he
sai d.

He said he had been thinking about resigning fromthe Governnment a few
years ago as he wanted to make way for younger | eaders.

Asked if his announcenent was a strategy to test his popularity for the
next party election, he said the reaction was totally unexpected.

Asked if it was his last termas MCA president, he refused to specul ate
and said it was up to the delegates at the next party election to decide.
He al so dism ssed speculation of a rift between himand party deputy

presi dent Datuk LimAh Lek

"Ah Lek and | are good friends. On and off, there will be tension, even
husbands and w ves quarrel, what nore | eaders in a party,” he said.

Asked if the tension would lead to a divorce, he said it would not. He
said if he stepped down, a "natural |eader” would sonmehow "fl oat up".

Asked if he saw any potential candidates, he said: "I see a whole group
of people.”

He said if they worked together, it did not matter who led the team It
was the duty of all, including grassroot nenbers, to ensure that they

wor ked toget her and the party was not split.

Dr Ling al so said he al ways advocated a policy of noderation and
attributed this to his upbringing in a nulti-racial society.

Meanwhi | e, party vice-president Datuk Ong Ka Ting said today everyone
should allow Dr Ling to have peace of m nd and not specul ate on whet her he
will stick to his decisiontoretire fromthe Governnent.

"Everyone shoul d consider and respect Dr Ling's feelings in view of the
current difficult situation he is facing," he said.

Ong, who is al so Housing and Local Governnent M nister, did not
el aborate on the "difficult situation"

"Let us all give himsone peace of nind. Do not speculate,” he told



reporters afer opening the Metal Tech Mal aysi a 2000 exhi bition at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre here.
( END)



	Dr Ling awaits leave approval (NST 26/05/2000)

