23/ 05/ 2000
Dr Ling resigns after 14 years as Transport ninister

Kamar ul Yunus

DATUK Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik has resigned as Transport M nister, a Cabi net
post which he has held for 14 years, but Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad says he will try to persuade himto reconsider.

The MCA president nade the shock announcenent at his party's
presidential council neeting in the nmorning, and a statement to this
effect was | ater read by his deputy, Datuk Li mAh Lek, to reporters at the
MCA headquarters.

The party | eaders had passed a unani nous resolution to reject the
resignation and to appeal to Dr Ling to stay on.

The Prime M nister, who is al so Bari san Nasional (BN) chairnan, said he
woul d neet Dr Ling "to ask himto reconsider his decision".

"Whether it is welcome or not inthe MCAis another matter. O course
the final decisionlies with him" Dr Mahathir said after | aunchi ng MEC
Dagang' s deal ers convention and new corporate | ogo i n Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

"I haven't accepted (the resignation) yet but | will have to consider

he added.

"I triedto stop him | want himto continue," Dr Mahathir said, noting
that Dr Ling has done a great job especially in pronoting the country's
ports.

"In fact, the port (Port Klang) has achi eved nore than 200 per cent
growt h i n busi ness since he handl ed the nmatter hinself.

"He (Dr Ling) is a good mnister. | will be sorry to lose him But then,
I cannot stop himif he is determ ned to do so (resign)," he said,
suggesting that Dr Ling might want to provi de opportunities for younger
| eaders in the party.

"He (Dr Ling) thinks by his giving way to new bl ood, MCAwi || be

stronger."

To a question whether there will be a reshuffle in the Cabinet, the
Prime Mnister said: "If he (Dr Ling) is no longer in the Cabinet, we wll
have to replace him But at the nonent, | have not thought about it".

Asked if the decision was related to expectations with regards to
"rewards” for the party's contributionto the BNvictory in the | ast
general elections, Dr Mahathir said:

"I don't know about rewards, but | think we have gi ven MCA proper
treatnment. It is not just a question of rewards, we recogni se the rol e of
MCA.

"l don't think we can start shuffling (Cabi net post allocations) because
once we do that, we would have a | ot of problens with others."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked how he felt about Dr Ling being a party
| eader without a governnent post.

"I don't knowthe details ... if heis still the (MCA) president or not.
I will talk to him" he said.
"I think he plays a very inportant role in the Governnment. | respect him

and | appreciate his work but of course the final decisionlies with him
| shoul d have met hi mtoday but | was unable to see him"

In the statement to reporters at the MCA headquarters, Limsaid:

"The president informed the neeting that he felt that he has served as a
Cabi net Mnister for alongtine and that this is nowthe right tinme for
himto retire.

"We felt that his services as a senior mnister representing the Chinese



comunity and the party are irrepl aceabl e.

"We further expressed full confidence that under his | eadership, the
present problenms within the party will be fully and am cably resol ved. "
Bernanma reports: Asked for the reasons for his resignation, Dr Ling

woul d only say "the time has not come to disclose that".

He said he had submitted his resignation letter to the Prime M nister
| ast week and was holding firmto his decision.

He was speaking to reporters after neeting a party del egati on who had
called on himat the Transport Mnistry to persuade himto wi thdraw his
resi gnation.

The del egation was | ed by Lim OQhers in the teamincl uded vice-
presidents Datuk Ong Ka Ti ng, Datuk Fong Chan Onn and Dat uk Chan Kong
Choy.

Dr Ling had wal ked out of the party's presidential council neeting
earlier after announci ng his deci sion.

On Dr Mahathir's response, Dr Ling would only say it was a "very good
di scussi on".

As for how he felt after announcing his decision, he said: "Very happy
because the time to go has cone".
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