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Dr Ling to take two weeks | eave (HL)

Carol yn Hong; Sarban Singh; Deborah Loh

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik was
advi sed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to go on two weeks' |eave to
reflect on his decision to resign as Transport M nister.

At an early norning neeting | asting about 15 minutes with the Prine
M nister, Dr Ling was told to "think things over very, very carefully" and
then "cone back (with a decision)."

Speaking to reporters at his mnistry after returning fromthe neeting
in Putrajaya, Dr Ling, who has served the Cabinet for 14 years, was told
by the Prinme Mnister that he should stay in Government.

"He thinks | should stay. He has told nme to keep ny letter of
resignation which I was supposed to give himtoday," Dr Ling said.

Dr Ling had on Monday chaired an MCA presidential council neeting when
he announced his decision to quit the Cabinet. Declaring that his decision
was final, Dr Ling said it was "irrevocable" and had to be "respected."

Top MCA | eaders, nenbers, supporters and col | eagues i n Government and
politics then pleaded with Dr Ling to stay. In fact, Dr Mahathir al so
voi ced the sane feelings when asked to coment on the matter yesterday.

The Prime M nister repeated his plea today when speaking to reporters
after launching the National Exhibition and Convention Centre in Subang in
t he eveni ng.

(Dr Ling was al so scheduled to attend but did not show up).

Dr Mahathir said he had nearly accepted Dr Ling's decision to resign as
he initially thought that the MCA, the second bi ggest conmponent in the
ruling coalition, did not want hi manynore.

However, a neeting Dr Mahathir had with MCA deputy president Datuk Lim
Ah Lek and vice-presidents Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting, Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn
and Dat uk Chan Kong Choy yesterday convi nced hi motherw se.

He was al so convinced that the MCA's internal problens could be easily
resolved following his neeting with the del egati on.

"They told me that the MCA menbers still wanted Dr Ling to | ead the
party and that they wanted hi mback," he said, adding that he tried to
persuade Dr Ling to stay on but the MCA president asked for tinme to think
it over.

Asked whet her he had received Dr Ling' s resignation letter, Dr Mahathir
said he did not want it until the latter had made up his m nd.

Asked if Dr Ling's decision to resign was linked to the party not being
gi ven additional positions in the Governnent, Dr Mahathir said MCA did not
make such a demand in the first place.

"They understand that if | increase their positions (in the Cabinet),
others will also ask for nore."

Asked for the probable reason for Dr Ling's shock nove, he said the MCA

chief felt that the party wanted change. "I suppose he got the inpression
that they (nembers) want to have a change. He doesn't want to stand in
their way.

"There were al so runmours that others in the MCA were supposed to be nade
mnisters but were not. Al this made Dr Ling very uneasy," he said,
adding that there were al so runmours about his famly nmatters and that he
was unhappy about themt oo.

Dr Ling, who attended today's Cabi net nmeeting, said he would nake a
final decision after his | eave but insisted as of now, there was no change
in his decision.



"He (Dr Mahathir) was very, very kind. He told ne that although he had
agreed | ast week that | could resign, he now thinks that | should not go,
especially after observing the reaction nationw de.

"I amvery touched by the overwhel ning requests and expressi ons of
support. In all fairness, | nust take note of that,"” Dr Ling said.

MCA vi ce-presi dents Datuk Chua Jui Meng (Health Mnister), Fong (Human
Resources M nister) and Ong (Housi ng and Local Government M nister) were
al so present at his Press conference.

Ong pointed out that all three MCA | eaders present at the Press
conference had attended the Cabi net neeting. They then cane back to the
M ni stry together.

Lim former Human Resources M nister who did not seek re-election at the
Nov 29 general election, and Chan, who is Deputy Finance Mnister, were
not present.

Asked to comrent on sone critics' views that his resignation as "a
Chi nese opera", Dr Ling said these were "di senchanted" people. "Every
| eader has got 30 per cent against him Everything you do, they will say
the opposite. That's their role, so don't get worked up."

Dr Ling said he would subnit his | eave application soon and expected to
begin his holiday in a day or two. He hinted that he m ght go to Sabah or
Sar awak.

Asked if his resignation would jeopardise efforts to i mprove transport
infrastructure, he said, "no man is indi spensable."
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