26/ 05/ 2000
Dr Ling: Evil rumours being spread

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
today it was a "di senchanted" group of people who were spreading "evil"
runmours linking his intended resignation with his son's all eged business
pr obl ens.

He said he had told the Prine Mnister |ast week that he was di sturbed
about these runours about his son.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had nmenti oned yesterday that there were
rumours about Dr Ling's fam|ly matters which disturbed him (Dr Ling).

Dr Ling's son, Hee Leong, is a businessman with a wi de range of
i nterests but rumours have been rife since the econom ¢ downturn that he
was in trouble.

Since Dr Ling announced his decision to resign as Transport Mnister on
Monday, stories have been spreading like wildfire that fugitive
busi nessman Dat uk Soh Chee Wen was about to expose him

Soh, once a Sel angor MCA | eader and his close friend, has vani shed since
April |ast year when he went on the Securities Comm ssion's wanted |i st
for allegedly defraudi ng Orega Securities Sdn Bhd.

Runours had it that Soh had made an "inch-thick" declaration conplete
wi t h phot ocopi es of cheques, that he had been arrested abroad and that the
SC had obtai ned warrants of arrests against Dr Ling and his son.

Sources famliar with the investigations into Soh's corporate affairs
have di sm ssed the rumours as unfounded.

On Tuesday, reporters rushed to Dr Ling' s house |late at ni ght when
runours of his arrest spread.

"On that night, so many reporters cane to ny house, it's very sad. W
(my family and I) didn't know then that reporters came for that reason.

"Only later we heard why they came, it nust be to see ne ...," he said,
putting his wists together as if he was bei ng handcuffed.

Asked if he felt hurt by these runmours, Dr Ling said he had beconme used
toit.

"It's very evil mnds making very evil accusations,
at his Mnistry today.

He said he was glad that the Anti-Corruption Agency had yesterday
di sm ssed runours that it was investigating his affairs.

"You (reporters) should go to the police and get an answer. If you ask
me, | amnot the police, I amnot the ACA. Ask the authorities and get the
ri ght answers," he said.

He said such questions would only generate unfair suspicion.

"Be fair to ne, ny son and ny fanmly," he said.

He said his decision to resign was because it was "tine to go".
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