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"Dr Ma | eader of great vision
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DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad was yesterday described as a | eader of
"great vision and courage" for his contributions to the progress of |slam
and his efforts to nake Mal aysia the pride of the Islamc world.

He was al so accl ainmed as a renowned statesman by representatives of the
African, Arabic and Asian groups of the Organisation of Islamc
Conf er ence.

Mal aysi a' s achi evenents under his | eadership had set an exanple for
other Muslimnations to follow, they said.

They said this in their reply to the Prime Mnister's keynote address
during the opening cerenpny of the 27th session of the Islam ¢ Conference
of Foreign M nisters yesterday.

Paki stani Foreign Mnister Abdul Sattar said Malaysia's rise as a
nodern, dynam ¢ and progressive Islam c nation had set a high standard in
t he Musl i mworld.

Representing the Asian group, he said Ml aysia's success was
di sti ngui shed by the courage and conviction of the country's | eadership.

Mal aysi a' s success, he said, reflected the glory of an Islamc
civilisation and conm tnent towards propagating the religion.

He prai sed Mal aysia for devising an innovative strategy to confront the
chal | enges posed to its econony.

"W share the pride of the people of Malaysia for their achi evenents and
for setting an exanple to other Mislimnations.

"It has reninded us that we are al so capabl e of devel opi ng appropri ate
policies to hel p ourselves,"” he added.

Senegal 's Foreign Mnister, Cheikh Tidiane Gadi o, who represented the
African group, praised Ml aysia for maki ng sustained efforts and
har nessing all econom c factors for progress and poverty eradication.

Under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, he said, Ml aysia had contributed a I ot
to the activities of the ICFM O C. Gadi o said he was convi nced of
Mal aysia's conmitnent to the O C cause.

The Mal aysi an | eadershi p was an hounour for the O C, he said, adding
that the keynote address by Dr Mahathir showed a | eader's great vision and
cour age.

Oran' s Foreign Mnister, Yousuf Al awi Abdul |l ah, representing the Arab
G oup, said Dr Mahathir's views on the devel opnent and progress of the
Musl i m comuni ty woul d serve as a framework for answers to issues
i nvol ving the Musli mworld.

"There are nany issues to be di scussed and work on during this neeting.
W have to | ook at this trend-setting speech.”
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