22/ 09/ 2000

Dr M W' Il treat themas war refugees

SHAH ALAM Thurs. - Filipinos entering Malaysia fromthe Southern
Phi | i ppines to escape attacks by the mlitary forces there will be treated
as war refugees, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today.
"If they come, we will treat themlike we treated the Vietnanese
(refugees) previously," he said.
Dr Mahathir said the refugees would be placed in special centres and

treated as war refugees and no |longer as illegal inmgrants.
He said they would not be allowed to | eave the place unless they were
willing to return hone.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after opening the Internationa
Convention on the Role of the Media in Non-Aligned Countries at the Grand
Bl ue Wave Hot el

He was asked on the possibility of an influx of residents fromthe
sout hern Philippines fleeing attacks by Philippines troops on Abu Sayyaf
stronghol ds in that area.

The Philippines mlitary forces |launched the attacks |ast week in
efforts to free 17 people, including three Ml aysi ans, who were reported
to be held captive on Jolo Island in the southern Philippines.
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